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Comment 


Script  costs 

The  news  that  prescription  costs  in  England  last  year 
rose  about  57  per  cent  to  almost  £360m  (p729)  at  first 
sight  may  come  as  a  shock  to  some,  even  in  these  days 
of  rampant  inflation.  However,  the  reason  for  the  rise  is 
in  two  parts — a  rise  of  54  million  in  the  total  number  of 
prescriptions  (or  more  than  one  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  country)  and  an  increase  in  the  average 
cost  of  each  prescription  from  £1  009  to  £1-276. 

A  comparison  of  figures  for  both  1975  and  1974 
shows  that  the  total  basic  price  rose  £91  m  to  £264m,  but 
chemists'  on-cost  allowance  and  fees  went  up  merely 
£9-7m  and  £27-6m  respectively.  The  container  allowance 
also  showed  an  increase  of  only  £1-7m.  Those  figures 
illustrate  that  pharmacists  are  not  making  anywhere 
near  the  exhorbitant  profits  out  of  the  NHS  that  some 
may  allege. 

The  total  rise  may,  of  course,  go  some  way  to 
explaining  the  increasing  share  of  independent 
chemists'  turnover  held  by  the  NHS  side  of  the  business 
— currently  it  is  56  per  cent  in  all  independents  and 
45  per  cent  in  multiples  and  co-operatives  (p728). 
The  figures  are  a  source  of  worry  to  pharmacists  who 
wish  to  retain  their  independent  status.  The  growing 
NHS  turnover  in  retail  pharmacy  poses  the  biggest 
threat  to  its  independence — a  view  intimated  at  last 
Sunday's  discussion  on  nationalisation  (p732)  and 
which  will  be  expressed  with  more  and  more  urgency. 


Side-effects 


Professor  C.  Dollery's  address  at  Plymouth  (last  week 
p698)  raises  a  number  of  important  questions. 
Addressing  an  audience  of  pharmacists  and  doctors  the 
speaker  said  pharmacists  could  play  a  part  in  reducing 
side-effects.  He  took  the  view  that  pharmacists  should 
take  a  more  active  role  in  talking  to  patients  about  their 
medicines.  Ideally,  he  said  the  pharmacist  should  keep 
patient  records  and,  equally,  patients  should  always 
visit  the  same  pharmacy. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  professor's 
suggestions,  but  there  are  difficulties.  The  pharmacist 
may  be  made  the  confidant  of  the  patient  in  regard  to 
new  symptoms  which  may  be  drug-induced,  but,  without 
knowledge  of  what  the  doctor  may  have  said  in  issuing 
the  prescription,  it  could  be  very  unwise  to  be  drawn 
into  an  expression  of  opinion.  An  opportunity  may  be 
taken  to  teil  the  prescriber  of  the  patient's  reactions, 
which  he  had  not  anticipated  or,  more  importantly  as  a 
matter  of  deliberate  policy,  had  concealed  at  the 
consultation,  for  suggestion  is  a  powerful  influence. 

On  occasion,  the  wisest  course  may  be  to  suggest 
that  the  patient  should  tell  the  doctor  of  the  symptoms 
and  ask  if  he  can  offer  any  explanation.  It  is  a 
treacherous  field  without  full  understanding  and 
careful  consultation. 
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NHS  share  now 
56  per  cent 


National  Health  Service  dispensing 
accounted  for  some  56  per  cent  of  inde- 
pendent chemists'  turnover  in  the  period 
January-February  1976,  according  to  the 
latest  report  from  the  A.  C.  Nielsen 
research  organisation. 

For  small  independents  the  figure  was 
56  0  (previously  53  4)  per  cent  and  for 
large  independents  56  5  (529)  per  cent. 
The  share  in  multiples  and  co-operatives 
was  451  per  cent  (40  3  per  cent).  Prescrip- 
tions dispensed  in  the  three  types  of  out- 
let in  January  averaged  1,468  for  small 
independents,  3,042  for  large  independents, 
and  2,126  for  multiples  and  co-operatives. 

Average  weekly  cash  turnover  per  shop 
was  £716  for  large  independents,  £276  for 
small  independents  and  £771  for  mul- 
tiples and  co-operatives;  corresponding 
NHS  turnovers  were  £958,  £461  and  £678. 
Large  independents  took  57  8  per  cent  of 
the  sterling  volume  (cash  and  NHS),  small 
independents  28  per  cent  and  multiples- 
co-operatives  14  2  per  cent. 

The  report  now  comes  as  a  single  sheet 
titled  Nielsen  Retailer  Bulletin  :  Chemists. 
The  new  format,  which  contains  all  the 
information  included  in  the  old  report, 
has  been  designed  with  a  view  to  infor- 
mation being  more  readily  assimilated. 
This  first  of  the  series  of  new  bulletins 
however  does  not  contain  information 
about  the  corresponding  period  a  year 
ago  as  the  survey's  estimates  were  rebased 
at  the  time  of  the  last  report.  (C&D, 
April  17,  p553). 

Vet  criticises  farmers' 
list  of  medicines 

The  control  and  distribution  of  veterinary 
drugs  in  the  EEC  was  criticised  last  week 
by  Mr  Campbell  Mackellar,  past  president 
of  the  British  Veterinary  Association. 

He  said  that  much  of  the  European 
animal  medicines  legislation  was  being 
ignored,  with  illegal  traffic  within  and 
between  member  states.  He  was  worried 
about  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's  pro- 
posals which  would  make  drugs  more 
readily  available  to  farmers.  Allocation  of 
products  to  the  various  lists  had  not  been 
done  on  scientific  grounds,  but  on  the 
market  worth. 

"Is  it  a  coincidence,"  he  asked,  "that 
the  farmers'  list  contains  the  big  selling 
products  and  that  ineffective  action  is  pro- 
posed for  the  valuable  commodities 
supposed  to  be  on  prescription  but  in 
which  there  is  a  strong  black  market?  The 
products  involved,  the  animals  and  the 
consumer  deserve  much  better  than  that. 
The  wrong  usage  of  substances  such  as 
chloramphenicol  and  oestrogens  create  a 
hazard  we  must  not  condone. 

"Farmers  are  poor  diagnosticians  and 
so  are  travelling  salesmen — or  pharma- 


cists in  depots,  shops  or  anywhere  else. 
The  contribution  of  the  veterinarian  is 
essential  to  efficacy  and  cost-effective 
use."  However,  he  did  not  suggest  vets 
should  have  a  monopoly  of  supply  of  any 
product.  "I  do  believe  that  there  is  a  role 
for  the  pharmacist,  for  the  agricultural 
merchant  or  co-operative  and  for  general 
sales  from  a  wide  variety  of  outlets."  It 
was  ludicrous  that  in  some  countries  the 
vet  was  not  allowed  to  dispense.  "That 
only  comes  from  bowing  to  the  political 
influence  of  pharmacists,  a  situation  that 
exists  in  some  of  the  EEC  countries, 
fortunately  not  here." 

Sentenced  for  theft  of 
Controlled  Drug 

Peter  Woltenholme,  a  22-years-old  pharma- 
cist of  Aldemere  Crescent,  Urmston,  was 
last  week  given  a  six-month  prison 
sentence,  suspended  for  two  years,  for 
stealing  drugs  from  the  shop  of  Mr 
Thomas  Kershaw  at  Urmston,  where  he 
was  employed,  and  illegally  supplying  the 


drug  to  his  future  wife.  Appearing  before 
Trafford  Magistrates,  he  was  also  fined 
£150  for  being  in  illegal  possession  of  a 
Controlled  Drug  and  the  bench  ordered 
him  to  repay  £150  38,  the  value  of  the 
stolen  drugs,  £10  costs  and  £50  towards 
his  legal  aid. 

Mr  Charles  Stansfield,  prosecuting,  said 
some  of  the  drugs  were  found  at  Mr 
Woltenholme's  home.  He  admitted  steal- 
ing from  the  shop  and  supplying  some  to 
his  future  wife,  Miss  Smith.  Mr  N. 
Bentham,  defending,  said  at  the  time  he 
had  also  bought  a  house  and  was  planning 
to  marry.  In  addition  to  his  long  hours 
at  the  shop  he  was  working  on  his  house 
and  decided  to  take  a  drug  which  would 
make  him  need  less  sleep. 

Clothier  Committee  to 
resume  meetings  soon 

No  meetings  of  the  National  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Rural  Dispensing  were  held 
during  March  and  April  due  to  illness  of 
the  chairman,  Mr  C.  M.  Clothier,  but  it  is 
expected  that  discussion  will  be  resumed 
during  the  next  few  weeks. 

A  statement  issued  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  this  week  says  that  it  has  met 
three  times  so  far,  and  those  meetings 
were  principally  devoted  to  discussion  of 
the  case  presented  by  pharmacist  mem- 
bers. The  pharmacist  representatives  have 
taken  the  opportunity  of  the  chairman's 
illness  to  give  further  consideration  to  the 
matter  in  the  light  of  comments  made 
within  the  Committee  and  have  also  con- 
sidered a  written  submission  by  their 
medical  colleagues  on  the  Committee. 


Supermarket  medicines  top 

Medicines  form  the  most  important  part  of 
the  "health  and  beauty  aids  (HBA)" 
business  through  supermarkets,  according 
to  a  report  published  by  Supermarket 
Merchandisers  Ltd. 

Medicines,  with  22.8  per  cent  of  the 
total  HBA  market,  were  the  largest  of  the 
12  markets  covered  in  1975.  Analgesics, 
with  10  per  cent  of  the  total  and  42  9  per 
cent  of  the  medicines  group  were  the  best 
sellers — "a  fact  that  has  particular  signif- 
icance for  retailers  in  view  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  legislation  that  would  limit 
the  sale  of  analgesics  in  supermarkets." 
Anadin  was  the  most  popular,  the  20-tablet 
size  jumping  from  20th  place  in  1974  to 
sixth  place  in  the  survey's  "top  20"  list. 

"Effervescents"  with  a  161  per  cent 
share  were  the  next  most  popular  group 
of  medicines,  particularly  Alka  Seltzer 
and  Andrews.  Dressings  accounted  for 
1 1  3  per  cent  of  the  medicines  category, 
indigestion  remedies  for  10.2  per  cent  and 
antiseptics,  rubs  and  vapours  for  92 
per  cent. 

Number  1  on  the  "top  20"  list  was 
Colgate  large.  Although  medicines  have 
displaced  dental  care  products  from  the 
position  of  HBA  market  leaders,  the  latter 
are  still  prominent,  the  report  says.  With- 
in this  market,  denture  cleaners,  and 
Steradent  in  particular,  have  increased  their 
share  while  toothpastes  generally  have 
fallen  back.  Aquafresh  toothpaste  has 
settled  at  a  level  similar  to  other  major 
brands,  with  its  share  of  the  toothpaste 
market  rising  from  7  9  to  10  5  per  cent. 


'health  and  beauty'  sales 

Elida  Gibbs  still  dominates  both  the 
shampoo  and  hair  care  markets  with 
shares  of  24.1  per  cent  and  35.5  per  cent 
respectively  for  Sunsilk.  Other  categories 
in  order  of  market  share  are  :  sanitary  pro- 
tection ;  men's  toiletries ;  baby  aids ; 
deodorants  ;  bath  additives  ;  skin  creams  ; 
hair  colourants,  conditioners  and  perms ; 
and  talcs.  Deodorants  have  declined  from 
sixth  to  eighth  place  in  the  market  share 
while  Mum  experienced  a  rise  in  deodor- 
ant market  share  from  10  7  per  cent  in 
1974  to  15  2  per  cent.  Men's  toiletries 
sustained  their  rise  in  the  total  HBA 
market,  increasing  from  61  per  cent  to 
7  5  per  cent,  with  Brut  33's  continued 
dominance. 

Supermarket  Merchandisers'  managing 
director,  Mr  Gordon  Fox,  states  that  the 
survey  confirms  the  need  for  supermarkets 
to  stock  an  extremely  wide  variety  of  HBA 
items  since  no  small  group  of  items  com- 
mands so  large  a  share  of  the  market  that 
it  can  be  stocked  to  the  exclusion  of  many 
hundreds  of  others.  And  unless  they 
offered  comprehensive  ranges,  super- 
markets would  not  achieve  full  potential 
as  the  customer  would  not  recognise  them 
as  "real"  HBA  stockists. 

The  analysis  is  based  on  a  survey  of 
toiletries  sales  in  supermarkets  and  self- 
service  stores  comprising  multiples,  co- 
operatives and  independents. 
"Health  and  Beauty  Aid  Analysis  1976" 
(£10).  Supermarket  Merchandisers  Ltd 
research  division,  St  Anthony's  Way,  Faggs 
Road,  Feltham,  Middlesex. 
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Scripts  cost 
£360m  in  1975 

The  total  number  of  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed by  chemist  contractors  in  England 
last  year  rose  by  about  54m — but  the  total 
cost  increased  by  about  57  per  cent  to 
almost  £360m. 

According  to  statistics  for  December 
1975  issued  by  the  Prescription  Pricing 
Authority,  some  25,457,369  prescriptions 
(15,658,470  forms)  were  dispensed  that 
month,  at  a  total  cost  of  £34,896,945— an 
average  of  £1-37  per  prescription.  That 
brought  the  total  number  of  scripts  for  the 
year  to  281  '7m — compared  with  277  5m 
in  1974— and  the  total  cost  to  £359  5m 
(£229  7m  in  1974).  The  average  cost  per 
script  over  1975  was  £1  276  (£1  009). 

Consumer  groups  show 
interest  in  PSSMC  booklet 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  launched  the  "Prescription  in 
peril"  booklet  to  representatives  of 
women's  and  consumer  groups  on  Tuesday. 

Organisations  represented  were  the 
Consumer  Association,  National  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Institutes,  National 
Federation  of  Business  and  Professional 
Women's  Clubs,  Women's  Group  on  Pub- 
lic Welfare,  Women's  Forum,  National 
Federation  of  Consumer  Groups  and 
National  Council  for  Social  Services. 

All  6,000  copies  of  the  booklet,  which 
draws  the  public's  attention  to  the  effects 
of  pharmacy  closures,  have  been  given 
out  but  there  are  no  plans  yet  for  a  reprint. 

Price  Code  changes 

Outlines  of  the  Government's  proposed 
modifications  to  the  Price  Code  were  set 
out  on  Tuesday  by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr  Callaghan  indicated  that  there  would 
be  additional  provisions  to  stimulate  in- 
vestment in  the  economy  and  jobs.  As  well 
as  a  number  of  changes  to  help  offset  the 
effects  of  inflation  on  the  depreciation  of 
assets  and  stock  appreciation,  and  the 
productivity  deduction — which  prevents 
companies  from  passing  on  more  than 
four  fifths  of  increased  wage  costs  in 
higher  prices — would  be  reviewed.  Other 
steps  would  be  designed  "to  deal  with  the 
way  in  which  the  Price  Code  can  penalise 
firms  when  their  output  expands  or  when 
they  cut  costs,"  and  it  was  also  proposed 
to  alter  the  way  in  which  businesses  were 
categorised  in  order  to  take  account  of 
inflation  and  to  ease  the  administration  of 
controls.  A  consultative  document  is 
expected  to  be  issued  next  month. 

Sold  poisons  illegally 

Miss  Mary  Hely,  of  Hely's  Pharmacy  Ltd, 
Main  Street,  Cappoquin,  was  summoned 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
recently  on  separate  charges  of  conducting 


a  pharmacy  and  of  selling  scheduled 
poisons  illegally.  The  cases  were  heard  at 
Cappoquin  District  Court,  and  the  defen- 
dant was  convicted  and  fined  £1  on  each 
of  three  summonses.  Costs  and  expenses 
amounting  to  £61-50  were  allowed  to 
the  Society  who  were  represented  by 
Messrs  Farrell  and  Morrissey,  solicitors, 
Dungarvan. 

On  the  same  day,  and  arising  out  of  the 
same  inspection  by  an  inspector  of  the 
Society,  Miss  Hely  was  summoned  by 
the  South-Eastern  Health  Board  for 
breaches  of  the  1966  Medical  Preparations 
(Control  of  Sale)  Regulations.  She  was 
convicted  and  fined  £2  in  respect  of  two 
summonses,  while  costs  of  £31-50  were 
allowed  to  the  Board. 

ASTMS  meeting  arranged 

The  general  practice  pharmacy  section  of 
ASTMS  is  to  meet  the  43-membered 
ASTMS  Parliamentary  Committee  to  dis- 
cuss the  current  problems  facing  pharmacy 
today.  The  committee,  which  meets  in 
June,  has  a  number  of  ministers  including 
Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State  for 
Health  and  Mr  David  Ennals  Secretary  of 
State  for  Health  and  Social  Security. 


clear  that  the  present  policies  show  a 
callous,  or  at  least  a  careless,  disregard  for 
the  interests  of  retailers.  However,  it  is 
not  only  the  traders  who  are  suffering. 
Local  people  have  lost  their  grocer,  the 
general  stores,  the  ironmonger  and  the 
family  chemist."  He  added  they  had  no 
patience  with  members  of  the  public  who 
wanted  to  leave  their  cars  all  day  in  busy 
roads  nor  with  shopkeepers  who  did  the 
same.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Earlier  in  the  conference  Mr  Bubb  pro- 
posed a  motion  from  the  Parkstone 
Chamber  which  said  that  the  present  VAT 
exemption  limit  of  £5,000  a  year  turnover 
for  businesses  was  "totally  unrealistic  in 
these  days  of  inflation."  It  urged  the 
Chancellor  to  increase  it  to  £25,000  a  year 
to  "relieve  the  unnecessary  burden  on 
small  businesses."  But  after  another  dele- 
gate had  described  the  proposed  £25,000 
cut-off  as  "unrealistic"  because  it  would 
eliminate  a  great  many  businesses  from 
the  scope  of  the  system,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  NCTs  Board  of  Manage- 
ment for  further  consideration. 

A  Rotherham  pharmacist  warned  the 
conference  that  the  out-of  town  super- 
stores and  hypermarkets  will  tend  to  turn 


After  a  charity  walk  of  270  miles  in  a  can 


of  Us,  John  Bottomley  (Tiffany's  dance 
hall  manager,  Southport)  presents  a 
cheque,  on  behalf  of  Us,  to  Eric  Morley 
(European  vice-president  of  the  Variety 
Club  of  Great  Britain).  John  claims  he 
greatly  increased  consumer  awareness 
of  the  product  while  walking  from 
Southport  to  London 


to  suit  the  problems  of  this  size  of 
business."  The  delegates  also  approved 
a  proposal  that  the  NCT  Board  of 
Management  institute  a  study  of  the  effects 
of  the  law  on  unfair  dismissal  in  terms 
of  expense  to  employers,  especially 
smaller  employers,  and  the  nation,  and 
to  make  recommendations  for  a  practical 
alternative  system ;  another  successful 
motion  asked  that  the  Board  continue  to 
press  the  Government  for  equality 
between  employee  and  self-employed  in 
regard  to  National  Insurance  contributions 
and  benefits. 

Among  motions  defeated  was  a  call  to 
the  Government  to  collate  and  codify  in 
one  volume  the  relevant  sections  of  all 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  Statutory  Instru- 
ments by  which  smaller  businesses  are 
required  to  operate.  Another  unsuccessful 
motion  noted  the  way  members'  interests 
may  be  affected  by  the  adoption  of  closed 
shop  principles  in  firms  with  which  they 
do  business,  and  urged  the  Board  to 
recommend  to  the  entire  membership  that, 
faced  with  a  "blacking"  situation,  member- 
companies  should  inform  the  NCT  and 
advise  their  employees  to  enrol  in  a  union 
recommended  by  it. 


'Yellow  lines'  question  aired 

Mr  S.  Bubb,  the  Poole,  Dorset,  pharma- 
cist who  claims  he  is  being  forced  out  of 
business  by  parking  restrictions,  raised 
the  matter  at  the  annual  conference  of  the 
National  Chamber  of  Trade  last  week. 

Moving  a  resolution  which  deplored 
the  proliferation  of  double-yellow  lines 
and  other  parking  restrictions,  destroying 
small  businesses  and  forcing  motorists 
into  out-of-town  shopping  centres,  Mr 
Bubb,  past  president  of  Parkstone  and 
District  Chamber  of  Trade,  said  "I  am 
closing  down  at  the  end  of  this  month,  I 
have  lost  my  life  savings." 

He  said  the  extension  of  yellow  lines  in 
towns  was  forcing  small  and  large 
businesses  to  close  as  motorists  were 
scared  off  by  parking  restrictions.  "It  is 


at  NCT  conference 

established  shopping  centres  into  "ghost 
towns".  Mr  Howard  Cronk  said  that  local 
authorities  were  very  concerned  about  this, 
and  were  very  much  on  the  side  of  the 
traders  when  they  saw  the  possibility  of 
their  rateable  values  being  diminished. 

The  conference  adopted  a  resolution 
calling  for  the  rejection  of  out  of  town 
superstore  developments  where  damage 
might  result  to  established  shopping 
centres.  Britain  had  no  room  for,  nor  did 
it  need,  such  developments. 

The  conference  carried,  with  one 
against,  a  motion  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  remove  all  firms  employ- 
ing 50  or  fewer  from  the  operation  of  the 
Employment  Protection  Act  and  to  intro- 
duce  fresh  legislation   "specially  drafted 


730    Chemist  &  Druggist 


22  May  1976 


Wider  role  for 

hospital 

pharmacists? 

Most  district  general  hospitals  will  even- 
tually have  a  physician  with  special 
interest  in  clinical  pharmacology  (PCP) 
and  for  his  extra  duties  he  will  need  extra 
assistance,  writes  Dr  D.  M.  Davies, 
Shotley  Bridge  General  Hospital,  Consett, 
in  The  Lancet  last  week. 

"Fortunately,  recent  developments  in 
the  pharmaceutical  services  should  be  of 
considerable  help,"  he  writes.  Ward  phar- 
macists may  be  able  to  collaborate  in 
projects  concerned  with  prescribing  sys- 
tems, adverse  drug-reaction  monitoring 
and  inpatient  drug  trials,  and  information 
pharmacists  could  co-operate  in  providing 
advice  on  drug  use.  Quoting  from  a  1974 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  report  he 
says  "if  such  information  and  advice  is  to 
have  an  impact  it  will  have  to  be  provided 
by  specialised  medical  staff." 

For  many  of  his  activities,  the  PCP 
would  also  need  the  help  of  a  registrar 
trained  in  both  general  medicine  and 
clinical  pharmacology,  together  with  a 
nurse  having  ward  experience  and  "rank 
sufficient  to  ensure  attention  during  deal- 
ings with  colleagues  " 

A  correspondent  writing  in  a  recent 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  urges 
doctors  to  consult  pharmacists  more: 
"With  five  years  of  training  [he]  can  boast 
a  more  extensive  pharmacology  back- 
ground than  anyone  else  so  readily  avail- 
able in  the  hospital.  The  pharmacist 
understands  you  when  you  talk  about 
tachycardia,  hydrocephalus,  fluid  replace- 
ment or  the  BRAT  diet.  He  can  advise 
you  on  any  aspect  of  patient  medication 
from  the  preparation  of  a  drug  to  its 
bioavailability,  right  down  to  its  success 
in  therapy." 

Retail  trades  reach 
£28,400m  turnover 

Total  turnover  of  the  retail  trades,  inclu- 
ding mail  order  businesses,  increased  by 
18-6  per  cent  in  1975  to  reach  £28,400m. 
The  increase  in  1974  over  the  previous 
year  was  15-2  per  cent. 

A  recent  survey  by  J.  Walter  Thompson 
Co  Ltd  says  that  all  the  increase  and  more 
was  due  to  price  rises,  the  volume  of  sales 
falling  by  1-8  per  cent  in  1975,  compared 
with  only  0-7  per  cent  in  1974.  The  value 
of  chemists  and  photographic  goods 
dealers  sales  increased  19-!-  per  cent  in 
value  but  fell  an  estimated  1  per  cent  in 
volume  (+15+  per  cent,  —7  per  cent  in 
1974).  Estimates  for  this  category  suggest 
that  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  multiples 
may  be  slowing,  the  report  says.  Turnover, 
excluding  NHS  payments,  of  independents 
between  1966-71  grew  38  per  cent,  multi- 
ples 104  per  cent;  in  1974  turnover  of 
independents  increased  12  per  cent,  multi- 


ples 18  per  cent,  and  in  1975  the  turnover 
increased  17  per  cent  and  21  per  cent 
respectively.  No  reasons  for  this  trend  are 
given — the  report  says  no  separate  data 
exists  on  trends  between  chemists,  who 
hold  the  major  part  of  the  £900m,  and 
specialised  photographic  dealers. 

The  proportion  of  total  consumers' 
expenditure  accounted  for  by  the  retail 
trades  has  been  falling  slowly  from  48 -2 
per  cent  in  1967  to  46-5  per  cent  in  1974 
and  reached  its  lowest  level  ever  of  45-3 
per  cent  in  1975.  Figures  are  based  on  the 
Business  Statistics  Office's  index  of  retail 
sales  per  week. 

British  Pharmacopoeia 
amendments 

The  DHSS  has  issued  details  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  BP  '73  and  the  Addendum 
'75,  effective  July  1.  They  concern  the 
following  monographs;  Adrenaline  injec- 
tion and  solution;  Aminophylline  injec- 
tion ;  Ascorbic  acid  tablets. 

Betamethasone  sodium  phosphate  injec- 
tion; Bacitracin  zinc;  Chlortetracycline 
hydrochloride  ;  Fractionated  coconut  oil ; 
Colistin  sulphate ;  Cyclophosphamide  in- 
jection. 

Dcmiphen  bromide;  Ethyl  oleate ; 
Ferrous  fumarate  tablets ;  Heparin  injec- 
tion ;  Insulin  injection. 

Macrisalb  injection;  Sterilisable  maize 
starch;  Mefenamic  acid;  Mefenamic  acid 
capsules;  Melphalan ;  Methicillin  sodium. 

Nikethamide  injection  ;  Nystatin  ;  Frac- 
tionated palm  kernel  oil ;  Prednisolone 
sodium  phosphate  injection ;  Propranolol 
tablets. 

Stilboestrol  tablets;  Viprynium  tablets; 
Zinc  and  salicylic  acid  paste. 

The  items  in  the  Addendum  '75  affected 
are:  Aluminium  glycinate ;  Atropine  eye 
ointment;  Butylated  hydroxyanisole ;  Can- 
dicidin  ;  Carbomer. 

Doxepin      hydrochloride;  Ibuprofen 


Unichem  chairman  warns  of 

I  Unichem  chairman,  Michael  Frith,  is  con- 
cerned about  the  dangers  to  pharmacy  in 
nationalisation  of  the  drug  industry.  He 
was  to  have  given  the  following  statement 
au  Unichem's  annual  meeting  on  Thursday  : 
"The  recently  published  Labour  Party 
discussion  document  'Public  control  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry'  has  raised  an 
I  issue  of  national  importance  to  the  inde- 
pendent pharmacists  whom  we  represent 
and  I  have  received  numerous  inquiries 
from  concerned  retailers  seeking  Uni- 
chem's views  on  this  matter. 

"Therefore,  I  feel  it  appropriate  to  use 
this  platform  at  our  annual  general  meet- 
ing to  endorse  the  fears  of  the  industry  at 
large  that  such  a  policy  outlined  in  the 
document  could  have  a  highly  undesirable 
I  effect  on  the  future  of  pharmacy  as  we 
I  know  it  today.  This  is  particularly  true  in 
I  the  area  in  which  Unichem  has  its  greatest 
involvement — that  of  providing  an  efficient 
and  cost-effective   service  to  the  private 
retailer. 

"The  document  stresses  that  the  whole- 
saling and  retailing  sectors  were  deliber- 
ately excluded,  'however'  it  adds  menacingly 
j  'these  are  important  areas  where  greater 
I  public  control  may  also  be  exercised  and 


tablets ;  Phenoxymethylpenicillin  potas- 
sium ;  Stanolone ;  Stanolone  tablets. 

Copies  of  the  amendments  may  be 
obtained  from  the  secretary,  British 
Pharmacopoeia  Commission,  8  Bulstrode 
Street,  London  W1M  5FT. 

Houbigant  hold  historic 
car  race  meeting 

Houbigant  Ltd  entertained  buyers,  friends 
and  members  of  the  Press  to  a  day  of 
historic  racing,  organised  by  the  Aston 
Martin  Owners'  Club,  at  Brands  Hatch 
on  Sunday. 

Each  race  at  the  Historic  and  Sports 
Racing  Car  meeting  was  named  after  a 
Houbigant  product  and  run  over  ten  laps. 
Retailers  from  as  far  as  Southampton 
and  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  the  driver 
of  Houbigant's  car,  Simon  Riley,  were 
among  400  luncheon  guests  at  the  Grove- 
wood  Suite. 

This  is  the  third  year  of  sports  sponsor- 
ship for  Houbigant,  but  it  understood 
that  future  participation  in  motor  racing 
is  uncertain,  following  the  managing 
director's  retirement. 

At  Newmarket,  on  May  22,  the  com- 
pany will  again  sponsor  the  Chantilly 
Perfume  Ladies  Stakes,  and  entertain  retail 
buyers  and  friends  to  a  Champagne 
luncheon.  The  name  of  Houbigant  will  be 
firmly  linked  to  horse  racing  by  com- 
petitions in  Newmarket  journals  and  free 
samples  in  local  newspapers. 

April  register  losses 

There  was  a  net  loss  of  17  premises  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register  last 
month  when  some  21  pharmacies  closed 
down  and  four  newly  registered.  Three  of 
the  closures  were  in  London,  14  in  the 
rest  of  England  and  four  in  Scotland ;  one 
of  the  new  premises  are  in  London,  two  in 
the  rest  of  England  and  one  in  Scotland. 
Wales'  total  remains  unchanged. 


nationalisation  danger 

the  possibilities  here  should  be  studied.' 
These  are,  indeed,  words  of  warning  for 
greater  public  control  and  is  exactly  what 
the  independent  pharmacist  does  not  need 
now,  or  in  the  future.  If  anything,  he 
requires  greater  freedom  from  petty 
restrictions,  form-filling  and  the  myriad  of 
related  obstructions. 

"It  is  most  unlikely  that  a  Labour 
Government  would  look  towards  an 
organisation  like  Unichem  for  nationalisa- 
tion. Unichem  is  in  practice  a  co-operative 
society  which  ploughs  back  its  profits  into 
the  profession.  Last  year  alone,  our 
rebates  to  members  amounted  to  £500,000. 
What  is  more  a  possibility  is  acquisition 
through  the  National  Enterprise  Board  of 
a  controlling  stake  in  a  publicly-owned 
pharmaceutical  company  with  wholesaling 
or  retailing  involvement. 

"Such  action  would  be  a  bitter  blow  to 
all  levels  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
and  one  which  Unichem  would  deprecate. 
However,  the  possibility  has  been  seriously 
raised  and  all  independent  pharmacists 
should  be  aware  of  the  dangers — if  not  for 
today,  certainly  for  tomorrow — and  each 
one  has  a  responsibility  for  pledging  his 
allegiance  to  Unichem  now." 
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TO  OPEN 

Take  hold  of  the  cap 
and  push  down  hard, 
unscrewing  as  you 
push  down. 

TO  CLOSE 

Screw  back  on  as  far  as 
cap  will  go.  Turn  back 
without  pushing  down, 
and  the  cap  is  safely 
closed  when  you  hear 
the  click ing  noise. 


with  a  child  -  resistant 

audible -click  warning  cap... 


...and  it's  virtually 
impossible  for 
children  to  remove 
with  their  teeth 
or  by  levering 
with  their  nails! 
What's  more  the 
recommended 
retail  price  is 
lower  than  other 
junior  aspirin 
tablets  with  less 
effective  child- 
resistant  caps 


Offer  your  customers  a  fine  product  in  superior 
packaging  at  a  lower  price  -  and  still  make  more  profit! 

62%  ON  COST  if  you  order  ON  BONUS  TERMS 
before  the  end  of  the  month. 


JUNIOR  ASPIRIN 


Trade  Price  per  dozen  £1.32  excl.  VAT.  Bonus  Terms  =  1  DOZ.  FREE  witlji  eve^» 
5  DOZ.  ordered/Recommended  retail  price  16p.  { 

Order  through  your  usual  wholesaler  or  direct  ex-stock  —  normal  despatch  Withir\,  J  , 
24  hours  of  receiving  order.  Price  list  of  complete  range  of  generic  tablets  oh  re^ueSfer 
Also  available  on  request  CUSTOMER  LEAFLETS  explaining  special  cap  and  j|Mttf@i& 
to  open  and  close  it.  i  r8$*» 

APPROV'ED  PRESCRIPTION  SERVICES  LIMITED 


nam  it 


product  licence  no.  0289/0023  tzssZSSS  P.O.  Box  15,  Whitcliffe  Road,  Cleckheaton,  West  Vorkshfre^DIQ  3BZ.. 
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The  future-salaried  service 
or  private  contractor? 


A  salaried  service  may  well  be  an  answer 
to  pharmacy's  future  said  Mr  J.  P.  Kerr, 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  on  Sunday. 

But  it  would  need  to  be  a  salaried  service 
run  by  a  pharmacy  board  for  the  benefit 
of  both  the  community  and  the  profession 
— to  allow  the  growth  of  professional 
duties  and  to  give  pharmacists  more  time 
for  postgraduate  studies  and  other  leisure 
interests.  One  reason  for  the  shortage  of 
MPs  in  the  profession  was  that  pharmacists 
did  not  have  the  time  to  be  active  in  local 
government  politics. 

He  and  Mr  R.  G.  Worby,  member  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  discussed  the  question  "salaried 
service  or  private  sector?"  at  a  meeting 
of  Manchester  and  Salford  National  Phar- 
maceutical Union.  Mr  Worby,  however, 
maintained  that  community  pharmacy, 
which  offered  the  highest  degree  of  per- 
sonal responsibility,  accountability,  avail- 
ability and  approachability,  could  not  be 
provided  under  the  "impersonal  and 
remote  mantle"  of  a  nationalised,  salaried 
service. 

Mr  Kerr's  message  throughout  was  that 
the  profession  itself  would  have  to  bring 
about  the  necessary  changes  in  the  phar- 
maceutical services  before  someone  else 
did.  The  National  Health  Service  would 
break  down  if  pharmacists  stopped  counter 
prescribing,  he  maintained,  but  the  re- 
sponsible way  in  which  pharmacists  refused 
to  sell  medicines  was  even  more  important. 
Community  care  might  improve  if  the 
Department  of  Health  gave  pharmacists 
official  "referral  cards"  for  patients  who 
needed  tc  see  a  doctor. 

A  formal  extension  of  counter  prescrib- 
ing would  also  help  the  community  and 
general  practitioners.  Patients  could  register 
with  one  pharmacy  for  treatment  of  minor 
ailments  under  the  NHS,  the  pharmacist 
would  keep  records  and  be  allowed  to  use 
a  wider  range  of  drugs.  "There  could  be  a 
chemists'  formulary  section  of  the  BNF 
for  this  purpose,"  he  suggested,  with  re- 
strictions on  the  number  of  times  the 
pharmacist  could  treat  the  same  patient 
before  referral  to  a  doctor. 

Patients  need  two  pharmacies 

But  without  such  a  radical  change, 
patients  needed  two  pharmacies — one  near 
the  doctor's  '  surgery  where  prescriptions 
were  issued  $nd  one  near  their  homes  to 
dispense  prescriptions  after  doctors'  visits. 
The  real  problem  facing  pharmacy  at 
present; was  how  to  maintain  pharmacies 
in  thfi$s  positions  when  the  Department 
planned  M  ppen  some  4,000  health  centres. 
Dr  Davj/  Owen,  Minister  for  Health,  was 
under  ^j^sjderable  pressure  to  provide 
pharmar4oti<»al  services  in  areas  where 
"our  ryesent  entrepreneurial  approach" 
had  failed,  A?li?mpts  to  establish  municipal 


pharmacies  would  be  repeated  unless 
changes  were  made,  changes  which  had  to 
be  instituted  by  pharmacists  who  under- 
stood the  community's  pharmaceutical 
needs  better  than  the  Department. 

"Why  is  it  that  doctors  can  aggregate  in 
group  practices,  leaving  patients  miles 
away  from  surgeries,  with  no  objection 
from  the  community  whereas  if  a  phar- 
macy closes  down  there  is  a  public  out- 
cry?" he  asked.  The  answer  was  that 
doctors  provided  a  domiciliary  medical 
service,  so  why  could  not  pharmacists  pro- 
vide a  domiciliary  pharmaceutical  service? 
Arrangements  could  be  made  to  deliver 
medicines  to  the  homes  of  the  elderly  or 
those  who  had  difficulty  in  reaching  a 
pharmacy  for  their  supplies. 

Pharmacists'  influence 

In  his  complaints  about  the  drug  indus- 
try's promotions,  Dr  Owen  had  also  made 
it  clear  that  he  wanted  pharmacists  to 
influence  the  choice  of  drugs  prescribed. 
The  pharmacist  was  the  only  professional 
whose  whole  training  was  devoted  to  drugs, 
Mr  Kerr  continued.  To  all  the  other  health 
professions  drugs  were  a  side  issue. 
Hospital  pharmacists  had  led  the  way  with 
the  development  of  ward  pharmacy,  where 
they  could  be  seen  to  be  involved  in 
patient  care. 

"General  practice  pharmacists  can't 
afford  to  be  left  behind,"  Mr  Kerr  added, 
"Pharmacists  should  accept  that  every 
patient  who  comes  into  the  shop  is  their 
responsibility  pharmaceutical^  as  much  as 
the  doctor's  medical  responsibility."  One 
day  a  pharmacist  might  be  taken  to  court 
and  sued  jointly  with  a  doctor:  "That's 
the  day  when  pharmacists  will  wake  up 
and  realise  that  they  are  being  recognised 
as  professionals  with  a  responsibility."  He 
warned  how  easy  it  was  for  pharmacists 
to  neglect  NHS  patients  when  under  pres- 
sure of  other  business  commitments. 

"If  pharmacists  are  to  discuss  medicines 
with  doctors  in  a  reasonable  and  rational 
way.  where  better  than  in  health  centres?" 
Mr  Kerr  asked.  "I  am  well  aware  of  the 
repercussions  that  this  will  have  on  phar- 
macy but  we  can  either  devise  a  scheme 
which  will  allow  us  to  do  this  and  still 
maintain  pharmacies  where  they  are 
needed,  or  it  will  be  done  by  other  people 
who  do  not  understand  the  global  picture 
of  the  community's  pharmaceutical  needs." 

"New  developments  may  determine  our 
future  and  give  us  little  ^hoice."  For 
example,  new  drugs  might  beepme  so  toxic 
that  concentration  in  body  fluids  was 
critical:  "Will  hospitals  only  be  allowed 
to  monitor,  or  will  the  pharmacist  in  the 
health  centre,  with  facilities  for  establishing 
these  concentrations,  be  the  judge  of  any 
given  drug  for  any  given  patient?"  And 
again,  will  the  community  pharmacist  find 
he  is  left  out? 
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Mr  J.  P.  Kerr 


Mr  Kerr  concluded  by  asking  what  was 
the  choice  for  young  pharmacists  today. 
The  multiples  were  still  expanding  with 
apparently  unlimited  capital  to  purchase 
the  best  businesses,  so  a  salaried  service — 
"which  needn't  in  itself  be  demeaning" — 
may  be  the  only  way  ahead. 

In  the  discussion,  Mr  C.  Mellor,  Stock- 
port, asked  for  the  speaker's  views  on  the 
possible  conflict  with  clinical  pharmaco- 
logists. Mr  Kerr  replied  that  the  develop- 
ment of  clinical  pharmacology  was  a 
further  example  of  pharmacy's  failure  to 
seize  an  opportunity,  leaving  it  to  another 
profession  to  fill  a  gap.  "We  must  be  loud 
in  our  utterances  and  bold  in  our  claims" 
about  what  pharmacists  can  do. 

Private  contractors'  case 

Defending  the  case  for  private  contrac- 
tors, Mr  Worby  said  the  public  knew  little 
about  the  profession  and  were  unaware 
how  much  they  depended  on  local  phar- 
macies. The  Government,  too,  did  not 
know  the  facts — or  did  they?  Was  it  all 
part  of  a  Shavian /Machiavellian  plot — 
"takeover  without  a  shot?" 

Three  main  factors  were  forcing  phar- 
macy to  change — remuneration  was  ill- 
balanced,  with  the  smaller  contractor 
failing  to  cover  costs ;  the  pattern  of  retail- 
ing had  changed,  with  housewives  only 
shopping  locally  for  "odds  and  ends," 
using  as  primary  centres  the  supermarkets 
where  prices  were  keen  and  choice  greater 
— small  units  could  fight  back  price-wise 
but  not  geographically,  and  to  centralise 
into  fewer  larger  units  was  to  deny  the 
very  nature  of  community  pharmacy; 
thirdly,  health  centre  development  "could 
represent  the  last  chapter  of  a  unique  saga 
of  community  service,"  with  pharmacists 
becoming  more  involved  in  administration 
than  patient  contact. 

The  two-  or  three-pharmacist  practices 
beloved  of  the  "head-in-the  cloud  pro- 
fessionalists"  could  deprive  the  public  of 
qualified  medical  advice  in  the  same  way 
as  doctors  moving  into  group  practices 
had  done,  he  continued.  Loss  of  the  com- 
munity pharmacy  would  leave  two  types 
of  large  pharmacy — the  multiple-owned 
city  centre  emporium,  with  only  about  5 
per  cent  turnover  devoted  to  NHS,  and  the 
pharmacy  inside  or  immediately  outside 
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Mr  R.  G.  Worby 


the  health  centre,  all  of  which  would  be 
easy  to  take  over.  Nationalisation  was 
happening  already,  be  warned.  "If  we  don't 
do  something  about  it  now  it  will  be  too 
late,"  and  the  public  needed  to  be  made 
aware  of  what  loss  of  community  phar- 
macy would  mean. 

Detailed,  dedicated  service,  availability, 
approachability  and  flexibility  had  never 
been  identified  with  nationalisation,  a 
synonym  for  "costs  through  the  roof"  and 
"service  through  the  foundations,"  Mr 
Worby  added. 

"Advantages"  of  nationalisation  to  the 
Department  would  be  reduced  costs — more 
technicians,  fewer  expensive  pharmacists, 
lower  unit  costs,  fewer  drugs  in  stock, 
more  substitution — and  more  control  of 
staff.  For  the  employee  pharmacists 
nationalisation  would  mean  no  capital  risk. 
It  would  be  easier — no  ultimate  responsi- 
bility for  legislative  nightmares,  no  more 
VAT,  PAYE  returns,  a  9  to  5  job — and 
who  would  care  if  the  patient  was  not 
satisfied?"  If  he  goes  elsewhere  it's  the 
same  pay  for  less  work!" 

Soulless  and  impersonal 

But  as  for  the  patient,  he  would  have 
no  local  small  pharmacy  to  turn  to,  a  long 
trudge  to  the  health  centre  even  when  he 
did  not  need  to  see  the  doctor,  and  "when 
he  reaches  the  pharmacy  it  is  soulless,  im- 
personal and  the  pharmacist  will  tend  to 
be  more  unapproachable  within  it."  The 
reassuring  atmosphere  of  the  community 
pharmacy  could  well  be  a  result  of  its 
mixed  economy  and  unclinical  appearance, 
Mr  Worby  suggested. 

Money  would  be  saved  by  doctors  con- 
centrating in  their  "mini-hospitals"  with 
pharmacy  doing  the  primary  care  field- 
work.  Concentration  of  care  in  the  domici- 
liary sphere  could  save  millions  and  the 
Government  was  coming  round  to  this 
idea  in  health  planning. 

Mr  W.  A.  Beanland,  Rossendale,  ques- 
tioned how  many  of  the  300  pharmacies 
which  closed  annually  were  needed  by  the 
public.  He  had  no  wish  to  continue  in  a 
pharmacy  which  had  to  be  supported  by 
his  more  prosperous  colleagues,  nor  to 
stand  in  an  empty  shop  with  nothing  to  do 
because  the  public  did  not  need  him.  Mr 
Worby  replied  that  the  public  would 
soldier  on  with  a  substandard  service  for 
so  long  that  it  was  too  late  when  they 


complained.  Many  of  the  300  pharmacies 
lost  had  been  essential  and  there  were 
several  places  where  people  needed  a  much 
better  pharmaceutical  service. 

Mr  S.  Freedman,  Manchester,  suggested 
that  Mr  Kerr  was  offering  a  plan  for  the 
future  of  pharmacy  appropriate  to  today's 
graduate,  while  Mr  Worby  offered  a  cure 
for  ills  going  back  some  30  years.  Com- 
munity pharmacy  was  something  of  the 
past  and  today's  graduate  should  be  mak- 
ing use  of  his  knowledge  of  drugs,  not 


Proposed  regulations  to  require  the  use 
of  child-resistant  containers  for  pre-packed 
aspirin  and  paracetamol  tablets  for  sale, 
other  than  children's  aspirin  and  paraceta- 
mol, are  outlined  in  a  consultative  docu- 
ment issued  by  the  Department  of  Health 
this  month. 

The  proposed  regulations  will  be  on 
broadly  similar  lines  to  corresponding 
regulations  covering  children's  aspirin 
and  paracetamol  for  retail  sale  which  came 
into  operation  on  January  1  this  year; 
one  clause  would  permit  pharmacists  to 
supply  in  conventional  packaging  if 
specifically  requested  to  do  so  to  meet 
difficulties  experienced  by  elderly  and 
handicapped  people.  Comments  on  the 
proposals  (which  appear  below  with  appro- 
priate paragraph  numbers  for  reference 
purposes)  should  be  sent  to  Room  315, 
Medicines  Division,  Department  of  Health, 
Finsbury  Square  House,  by  June  30. 

2.1  Application.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
regulations  will  apply  to  solid-dose  forms 
of  aspirin  and  paracetamol  other  than 
those  covered  by  the  existing  regulations 
and  will  prohibit  their  sale  or  supply  other 
than  in  child-resistant  containers,  with 
effect  from  January  1,  1977.  The  solid-dose 
forms  will  include  tablets,  capsules,  etc, 
but  not  effervescent  tablets  containing  not 
more  than  25  per  cent  aspirin,  and  not 
powders. 

2.2  Exceptions.  The  regulations  will  apply 
to  these  products  when  packed  for  retail 
sale  or  supply.  They  will  not  apply  to  bulk 
supplies  nor  to  products  intended  for 
export.  Nor  will  they  apply  to  dispensed 
preparations  of  aspirin  and  paracetamol, 
which  are  covered  by  the  voluntary  scheme 
which  came  into  operation  on  April  1. 

2.3  Choice  of  container.  The  child- 
resistant  containers  will  be  required  to  be 
opaque  or  dark-tinted.  They  may  be  either 
unit-packaging  (of  strip,  bubble  or  blister 
type)  selected  to  resist  opening  by  child- 
ren, or  reclosable  containers  which  meet 
the  requirements  of  British  Standard 
5321.  There  will  also  be  a  provision,  de- 
signed to  meet  exceptional  cases,  which 
will  permit  the  use  of  a  child-resistant 
container  which  is  specified  in  a  product 
licence  for  a  particular  product  which  is 
granted,  or  varied  in  that  respect,  after 
the  regulations  come  into  operation. 

2.4  Pack  size.  It  is  not  proposed  to  include 
in  the  regulations  any  limitation  on  pack 
size.  However,  the  proposals  for  the  imple- 
mentation of  Part  III  of  the  Medicines 
Act  include  a  provision  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  recommendation  by  the 
Medicines  Commission,  aspirin  and  para- 
cetamol should  be  permitted  on  general 
sale  only  if  in  packs  of  not  more  than  25 
dosage  units. 


selling  sanpro  and  hairsprays — neither  was 
he  trained  in  health  care,  baby  care  or 
diagnosis.  Mr  Worby  argued  that  the  phar- 
macist was  still  better  qualified  to  advise 
on  health  than  the  lay  person,  that  un- 
qualified assistants  could  sell  the  sanpro 
or  hairsprays  and  that  the  presence  of 
such  household  items  could  create  a  re- 
assuring atmosphere.  He  maintained  there 
could  still  be  ample  job  satisfaction  in  a 
small  pharmacy  only  dispensing  some  900 
items  per  month. 


2.5  The  elderly  and  handicapped.  See 
above. 

2.6  Transitional  provisions.  It  is  proposed 
to  include  in  the  regulations  transitional 
provisions  for  products  for  which  a  licence 
has  been  granted  before  the  regulations  are 
made.  Such  products  subject  to  the  regu- 
lations would  be  permitted  to  be  sold  or 
supplied  until  December  31,  1977  in  con- 
ventional packaging,  or  in  reclosable 
containers  which  have  not  yet  passed  the 
test  in  British  Standard  5321  but  which 
meet  the  legal  requirements  of  other 
countries  where  those  requirements  in- 
clude tests  involving  children.  These 
transitional  provisions  would  apply  at  the 
retail  stage  and  are  intended  to  give 
sufficient  time  for  manufacturers,  whole- 
salers and  retailers  to  distribute  their 
stocks. 

3.  British  Standard  for  unit  packaging. 
The  British  Standards  Institution  have 
been  asked  to  prepare  a  British  Standard 
for  pharmaceutical  unit  packaging,  based 
on  such  factors  as  the  strength  of  material, 
but  it  is  not  yet  known  when  they  will  be 
able  to  produce  such  a  Standard.  It  had 
originally  been  envisaged  that  the  pro- 
posed regulations  would  require  com- 
pliance with  this  Standard,  but  this  would 
involve  delaying  them  until  it  is  known 
when  such  a  requirement  could  become 
operative  and  accepting  a  greater  degree 
of  continuing  risk  meanwhile.  It  is  there- 
fore proposed  that  the  regulations  should 
be  made  on  the  basis  that  unit  packaging 
must  be  selected  to  resist  opening  by 
children,  without  reference  to  a  British 
Standard.  Companies  which  go  over  to 
unit  packaging  will  be  involved  in  a  sub- 
stantial expenditure  of  new  machinery, 
and  it  must  be  recognised  that  a  consider- 
able time  would  have  to  elapse  before  any 
further  requirement  could  reasonably  be 
introduced.  If  therefore  it  were  proposed 
at  some  future  date  to  make  amending 
regulations,  requiring  that  unit  packaging 
for  aspirin  and  paracetamol  should  com- 
ply with  a  British  Standard  which  had 
meanwhile  become  available,  any  such 
proposal  would  be  the  subject  of  further 
consultation. 

4.  Safety  packaging  for  other  products. 
The  Minister  of  State  for  Health  said 
in  his  statement  of  April  23.  1975  that  it 
was  intended  to  extend  the  safety  pack- 
aging requirements  to  the  other  priority 
categories  of  medicinal  products  listed  in 
the  Medicines  Commission  Report  on  the 
Presentation  of  Medicines  in  Relation  to 
Child  Safety  as  soon  as  possible  after 
January  1,  1977.  No  conclusions  have  yet 
been  reached  on  the  timing  of  any  such 
extensions,  and  this  will  be  a  matter  for 
separate  consultation  at  a  later  date. 


Proposals  to  extend  safety  packaging 
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William  S.  Wesson,  previously  president 
of  Scott  Graphics  Inc,  has  taken  over  as 
managing  director  of  Bowater  Scott  Cor- 
poration Ltd.  He  succeeds  James  D. 
Stocker  who  was  chairman  and  managing 
director  of  the  company  for  five  years  until 
his  recent  return  to  the  United  States  as 
vice-president  international  operations  with 
Scott  Paper  Co.  Mr  Wesson  has  been  with 
Scott  Paper  Co  for  22  years  prior  to  his 
move  to  the  UK.  He  joined  in  1954  as 
consumer  products  salesman  in  Boston  and 
later  moved  to  Scott's  advertising  depart- 
ment where  he  became  the  assistant 
advertising  manager  in  1963. 

In  1967  he  was  appointed  director  of 
corporate  development  and  two  years  later 
moved  to  Massachusetts  to  take  up  the 
appointment  of  vice-president  Scott 
Graphics  Inc;  in  1974  he  became  presi- 
dent of  Scott  Graphics,  where  he  stayed 
until  he  was  appointed  to  Bowater  Scott 
in  May  1976. 

Mr  Edward  G.  Frost,  MPS,  57  Grange 
Road  West,  Claughton,  Birkenhead,  has 
retired  after  45  years  as  a  pharmacist.  His 
pharmacy  will  be  absorbed  into  the  Asso- 
ciated Birkenhead  Chemists  Ltd.  Mr  Frost 
qualified  from  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Pharmacy  in  1931  and  as  an  optician  from 
the  Liverpool  School  of  Optics  in  1948. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  local  executive 
council  for  10  years. 

Mr  Thomas  B.  Chadwick,  MPS,  a  former 
publisher  of  C&D,  is  making  satisfactory 
progress  in  St  Thomas  Hospita!,  London, 
following  an  operation. 

Deaths 

BlatSierwick:  Recently,  Mr  Lewis  Norman 
Blatherwick,  MPS,  The  Cross,  Clowne, 
Chesterfield,  Derbyshire.  Qualifying  in 
1934,  Mr  Blatherwick  retired  recently. 
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Election 


I  read  with  considerable  surprise  your  announcement  concerning  Mr  C.  C. 
Stevens.  He,  it  now  appears,  has  had  second  thoughts  in  the  matter  of  an 
appointment  overseas.  His  name  was  in  the  original  list  of  those  who 
solicited  our  votes  at  the  Council  elections,  and  at  no  time  have  I  seen  a 
withdrawal.  I  entirely  agree  with  you  that  the  situation  is,  to  say  the  least, 
regrettable.  Indeed,  I  cannot  help  wondering  if  what  has  occurred  does  not 
upset  electoral  procedure  to  a  point  at  which  the  Council  must  now  declare 
all  votes  already  cast  as  invalid.  You  pose  the  question:  "Who  is  to  say  that 
a  voter  seeking  a  'balanced'  Council" — the  inverted  commas  are  yours! — 
"would  not  have  acted  differently  had  Mr  Stevens  name  been  absent 
from  the  form?"  Yet  another  thought  occurs  to  me,  and  that  is  what  the 
effect  may  have  been  on  the  distribution  of  votes  of  those  who  cast  their 
vote  between  the  time  the  first  announcement  was  made  and  the  statement 
published  that  he  is  no  longer  going  to  Australia  I  note  that  Mr  Stevens 
has  written  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  announcing  the  decision  and  I 
should  have  expected  to  find  the  same  letter  in  your  columns.  We  are  not 
informed  of  Mr  Stevens'  present  intentions — whether  his  hat  is,  in  fact  still 
in  the  ring.  One  might  suspect  that  it  is  not,  for,  even  negatively,  to  some 
extent,  he  has  breached  the  so-called  electoral  rule  in  regard  to  the 
sending  of  letters  to  the  pharmaceutical  Press  in  the  "close"  period 
ending  on  May  21 . 

But  the  confusion  into  which  the  whole  procedure  has  been  thrown, 
and  the  unreliability  of  any  result,  seems  to  me  to  make  it  necessary  to  take 
some  steps  to  clarify  the  position.  I  imagine  that  those  attending  the 
Society's  annual  meeting  would  not  be  satisfied  easily,  and  would  seek 
answers  to  the  many  questions  posed.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  in  which 
the  Privy  Council  may  well  become  involved.  Whatever  the  outcome,  the  new 
electoral  procedure  cannot  possibly  be  judged  in  this,  its  first  year,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  Council  may  possibly  be  challenged.  I  feel  there  is 
nothing  for  it  but  to  begin  again,  despite  the  byelaw  requiring  the  secretary 
to  announce  the  result  of  the  election  not  later  than  the  Saturday  preceding 
the  June  Council  meeting.  That  same  byelaw  states  that  the  election  will  be 
declared  to  have  fallen  on  the  members  "who  shall  appear  to  have  the 
majority".  It  may  be  that  the  answer  lies  in  the  word  appear — but  that  is 
quibbling  with  what  is,  in  effect,  a  constitutional  crisis. 


News  in  brief 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  for  all  items 
for  April  was  153-5  (January  1974  =  100), 
representing  an  increase  of  19  per  cent 
on  March  and  18  -9  per  cent  over  the  year. 

□  A  turnover  increase  of  almost  30  per 
cent  is  reported  by  the  North  Eastern 
Co-operative  Society  in  its  annual  report 
and  accounts  for  the  year  ended  January 
10,  1976. 

□  Fifteen  West  African  countries  have 
been  officially  declared  free  from  smallpox 
by  a  WHO  commission  of  inquiry.  The 
only  country  in  the  world  still  reporting 
smallpox  cases  is  Ethiopia. 

□  Some  11  14  million  complete  safety 
razor  sets  were  sold  by  UK  manufacturers 
in  1975  (21  75m  in  1974),  according  to 
provisional  estimates  in  "Business  Monitor 
PQ     392"     from     the     Department  of 


Industry.  Razor  blades  included  in  the 
sets  totalled  34  8m  (49  04m)  and  1,812m 
were  sold  separately  (2,002m). 

□  "The  sensible  use  of  latent  heat"  (fuel 
efficiency  booklet  no  2)  explains  how 
large  economies  can  be  made  in  steam- 
using  plants.  Free  copies  available  from 
Thames  House  South,  Millbank,  London. 

□  The  US  Consumer  Product  Safety 
Commission  is  recalling  some  37,000 
soothers  known  as  Chupetes  and  imported 
from  Spain.  A  five-month-old  baby  suffo- 
cated in  New  York  recently  when  the 
soother's  plastic  shield  caught  in  the 
baby's  throat. 

□  The  Distributive  Industry  Training 
Board  office  in  Norwich  has  been  closed 
and  a  new  office  has  been  opened  at  Thet- 
lord  which,  the  Board  says,  is  more  con- 
veniently situated  to  provide  training 
advisory  services  to  levy-payers  in  the  area. 
The  new  office  is  at  32  Riverside  Walk, 
Thetford  IP24  BG  (telephone  0842-5928). 
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Product 

Product 

Normal 

APOCAIRE 

Product 

Product 

Normal 

APOCAIRE 

Size 

R.S.P. 

R.S.P. 

Size 

R.S.P. 

R.S.P. 

ANDREX 

Twin- 

FOAMY 

Toilet  Tissue 

pack 

26p 

Shave  Cream 

200g 

41p 

281/2p 

BODYMIST 

395g 

68p 

47p 

Antiperspirant/ 

Medium 

57p 

42p 

GRECIAN  2000 

Deodorant 

Hair  Colour  Restorer 

£1.23p 

97  p 

BORN  BLONDE 

HEAD  &  SHOULDERS 

Hair  Colourant 

74p 

52p 

Shampoo  Cream  Large 

65g 

37p 

28p 

BRUT  33 

Shampoo  Lotion  Large 

100g 

37  p 

28p 

Foam  Bath 

200cc 

89p 

63p 

Shampoo  Lotion  Family 

150g 

531/2p 

39p 

Talcum  Powder 

125g 

60p 

40p 

KLEENEX 

BRYLCREEM 

Facial  Tissues 

Boutique  — 

2r/2p 

Hairdressing 

Medium 

33p 

26p 

LADY  GRECIAN  2000 

Hair  Colour  Restorer 

£1.23p 

97  p 

NIKINI 

Pantie  Towels 

10 

25p 

COLGATE 

PEARL  DROPS 

Dental  Cream 

Large 

32p 

22p 

Tooth  Polish 

42g 

30p 

23p 

Ex.  Large 

45p 

31p 

78g 

47  p 

36p 

DRY  LOOK 

SUNSILK 

Mens  Hairspray 

120g 

40p 

28p 

Hair  Spray 

Standard  36p 

261/2p 

200g 

54p 

38p 

Large 

53p 

38p 

ELASTOPLAST 

WELLA 

Stretch  Fabric  No.  4121 

Large 

29p 

21p 

Body  N'  Bounce 

38cc 

27p 

17p 

No.  4122 

Family 

42p 

3oy2p 

Colour  Sets 

38cc 

27p 

17p 

FAIRY 

16p 

12p 

Hair  Sets 

38cc 

23p 

15p 

Toilet  Soap 

Bath 

Price  marked  pack 

IT  PAYS  TO  DISPLAY 

FULL  DETAILS  OF  ALL  PRODUCTS 
SUPPLIED  BY  YOUR  LOCAL  SANGERS  BRANCH 
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Photographic 

Polaroid  introduce  the  Executive 

A  new  model  of  Polaroid's  SX-70  camera, 
featuring  distinctively  different  styling,  has 
been  introduced  by  Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd. 
The  camera,  called  the  Executive,  (£89  10) 
is  finished  in  black  "leather  grain"  plastic 
vinyl  and  has  all  the  features  of  the 
original  SX-70  (Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley 
Road,  St  Albans,  Herts  AL1  5PR). 

Sundries 

Girls  give  away  Bic  razors 

A  white  polystyrene  "disposable"  razor, 
with  an  integral  blade  is  being  launched 
by  Biro  Bic.  Packed  in  threes  (£0-18)  in 
clear  polythene,  with  header  cards,  the 
sealed-in  blade  has  been  mounted  at  an 
angle  designed  to  "ensure  maximum 
shaving  comfort  plus  blade  protection" 
and  blade  corners  are  rounded  as  an 
additional  safety  guard. 

Test  marketing  without  advertising 
brought  support  a  year  ago,  and  Bic 
razors  are  already  sold  in  other  European 
countries.  Advertising  campaigns  will 
include  provincial  and  national  news- 
papers, women's  magazines  and  a  wide 
range  of  special  interest  magazines.  Seven 
national  television  spots  have  been 
planned  each  week,  from  June.  Girls 
dressed  in  Bic  razor  T-shirts  will  be  visit- 
ing 120  towns  with  razors  and  descriptive 
leaflets.  These  will  be  given  to  male 
shoppers,  during  peak  shopping  periods, 
on  two  Saturdays  in  June  (Biro  Bic  Ltd, 
Whitby  Avenue,  Park  Royal,  London 
NW10  7SG). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Skin  revitaliser 

Coty  are  introducing  Equatone  revitalising 
moisturiser  for  face  and  neck  (£2-85).  A 
"light-textured  liquid"  for  daily  wear,  it  is 
companion  to  Equatone  revitalising  creme 
(Coty  Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex). 

Haircare 

Hairdressers'  tongs  available 

Babyliss  curling  and  waving  wands, 
already  known  to  the  hairdressing  trade 
and  on  the  Continent,  are  now  being  dis- 
tributed generally  in  Britain,  and  adver- 
tised in  She  and  Cosmopolitan.  The  range 
includes  a  junior  iron  (£7-50),  a  Teflon 
iron  (£8-16)  especially  recommended  for 
fine  or  difficult  hair,  and  a  thermostatic- 
ally controlled  roto-contact  iron  (£10-41). 
Latest  editions  are  two  cordless  models — 
the  non-vapeur  model  (£14-63)  and  vapeur 
(£18  00) —  which  are  preheated  in  a  mains 
stand,  ready  for  use  in  a  few  minutes  and 
retain  enough  heat  for  five  curls.  The 
vapeur  model  has  an  aerosol  of  moisturi- 
sing lotion,  which  makers  say  conditions 
the  hair  while  it  is  set.  Babyliss  also  make 


a  comb,  shaped  for  conditioner  and  blow 
wave  use  and  packed  in  a  display  sleeve 
(£0-54),  and  a  junior  dryer  and  brush 
(£12-94)  with  240  volt,  200  watt  action 
(Standring  Son  &  Co  (Hull)  Ltd,  101 
Spring  Bank,  Hull  HU3  1BJ). 

Styling  tongs  from  Philips 

Styling  tongs  HP4170  two-tone  green 
(£7-19)  and  tongs  with  a  steam  spray 
HP4171  (£9-89)  have  been  introduced  by 
Philips.  A  positive  temperature  coefficient 
element,  incorporated  in  both  models,  will 
adjust  temperature  control  automatically 
to  world-wide  voltage  requirements.  The 
HP4171  has  a  red  spot  indicator  when 
ready  for  use  and  a  mains  indicator  light. 
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Philips  tongs  with  steam  spray 


Both  tongs  have  rotating  entry  cords  to 
prevent  tangling,  cool  tips  for  ease  of 
handling,  and  are  coated  with  polyester  to 
help  prevent  hair  sticking  (Philips  Elec- 
trical Ltd,  Century  House,  Shaftesbury 
Avenue,  London  WC2H  8AS). 


Kodak  introduce  local  audio 

Coinciding  with  the  introduction  of  new 
projectors  and  a  sound  camera,  Kodak 
Ltd,  Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts,  have  announced  the  appointment  of 
Kodak  audio-visual  photographic  retailers 
to  provide  a  local  comprehensive  audio- 
visual service  for  people  in  every  area. 

The  company  estimate  the  audio-visual 
market  to  be  worth  around  £23m  in  the 
UK,  77  per  cent  of  which  is  for  materials 
and  the  remainder  for  equipment.  About 
70  per  cent  of  the  market  comes  from 
industrial  demands  and  the  remainder  from 
"education" ;  of  an  estimated  40  million 
management  meetings  held  each  year  over 
36  per  cent  used  visual  aids.  Kodak  believe 
the  market  could  expand — but  only  if  there 
is  an  enlightened  and  knowledgeable 
retailer  activity.  They  are  preparing  films 
and  booklets  for  use  by  the  audio-visual 
retailer's  representative. 

Equipment  intended  for  use  in  tele- 
vision, education  and  industry  includes  a 
new  camera,  the  Kodak  Supermatic  200 
(£342  69)  which  will  accept  a  200ft  cart- 
ridge of  film  or  a  conventional  50ft 
cartridge.  There  is  automatic  sound  record- 
ing and  either  manual  or  automatic 
exposure  control.  Two  Supermatic  sound 
projectors  both  feature  a  built  in  screen 
which  permits  viewing  even  in  daylight  or 
brightly  lit  rooms ;  if  a  larger  picture  is 
required  the  built  in  screen  is  "pushed 
down"  and  the  projectors  can  be  used  in  a 
conventional  manner.  The  60  P  projector 
(£450  00)  is  a  "playback"  only  version  for 
silent  or  sound  super  8  films.  The  70  P 
model  (£553  85)  offers  recording  facilities 
on  to  Super  8  sound  film  in  addition  to 
"play  back". 

A  new  slide  projector  has  also  been 
introduced — the  Carousel  S-AV  1003 
(£181-73).  Manufactured  by  Kodak  AG, 
in  Stuttgart,  it  is  an  improved  version  of 
the  Carousel  S  which  it  now  replaces. 


visual  service 

The  unit  is  designed  for  single  projection 
of  manually  controlled  slide  lectures  and 
also  for  fully  automatic  continuous  opera- 
tion. It  will  now  accept  the  28mm  and 
35mm  short  focal  length  lenses — ideal  for 
use  in  back  projection  cabinets  as  at  exhi- 
bitions, etc.  It  also  meets  stringent  safety 
standards — it  has  a  thermal  safety  cut-out, 
a  built-in  safety  transformer  and  a  slow 
blow  fuse.  Accessories  include  Kodak 
interval  timer,  a  remote  control,  carrying 
case  and  a  range  of  nine  interchangeable 
lenses  from  28mm  to  250mm  covering  a 
wide  range  of  distances  and  screen  sizes. 

The  film  used  in  Kodak's  system  is  Ekta- 
chrome  SM  7244  (type  A),  a  160  ASA 
high-speed  reversal  super  8  film  particu- 
larly suited  to  low  level  illumination.  The 
film  is  available  in  50ft  and  200ft  lengths. 

Of  special  interest  to  audio-visual  users 
is  the  Kodak  Supermatic  8  processor  which 
will  process  a  50ft  cartridge  of  film  and 
have  it  available  for  projection  in  13-j 
minutes.  The  processor  is  approximately 
the  size  of  a  large  desk  and  can  be  oper- 
ated in  normal  room  lighting.  No  special 
operating  skills  are  required — even  the 
chemicals  are  in  shaped  and  colour-coded 
containers. 


The  Carousel  S-AV  1000  slide  projector 


When  4V2  million  women  discover 
the  cream  of  creme  rinses... 
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Johnson's  savings  code 

Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Slough,  are  to 
launch  their  biggest  promotion  ever — the 
savings  code — on  May  26.  The  £im  pro- 
motion offers  price  reductions  on  all  the 
company's  baby  products  through  special 
discounts  to  the  trade. 

National  television  advertising  costing 
£100,000,  in  addition  to  the  existing  com- 
paigns,  is  appearing  from  May  26  for  six 
weeks,  backed  by  another  £100,000  on 
promotions  and  £50,000  on  special  activity 
with  individual  outlets  including  Numark, 
Unichem,  Vestric,  Sangers  and  most  major 
chemist  wholesalers.  Point  of  sale  material 
based  on  a  triangular  sign  with  a  "£"  logo 
includes  window  bills,  dump  bins,  price 
cards,  shelf  strips  and  wobblers.  Sixty 
extra  sales  staff  will  be  making  4,400  extra 
calls  on  the  trade. 

Enterosan  display  pack  and  offer 

Enterosan  is  now  available  in  a  counter 
display  pack  containing  6  x  48  tablet 
family  packs  or  12  x  16  travel  packs,  with 
a  bonus  offer  of  13  as  12.  Distributors  are 
A.  J.  Box  &  Drivers  Ltd,  Powerscroft 
Road,  Footscray,  Sidcup,  Kent. 

Sports  sponsorship  venture 

Lilia-Whjte  (Sales)  Ltd  have  announced  the 
company's  first  sports  sponsorship.  Follow- 
ing consultation  with  the  British  Amateur 
Gymnastics  Association  they  are  to 
sponsor  "the  Lilia-White  national  gym- 
nastics championships  for  girls"  between 
the  ages  of  12  and  16  years.  The  com- 
petition will  be  run  on  a  regional  basis 
taking  in  the  entire  British  Isles,  with  the 
national  final  at  Crystal  Palace  National 
Sports  Centre  on  October  3.  Lilia-White 
(Sales)  Ltd,  Alum  Rock  Road,  Birmingham, 
have  already  mailed  14,000  girls  clubs  and 
gymnastics  clubs  and  have  had  a  most 
encouraging  response.  The  scheme,  costing 
£10,000,  will  be  reviewed  after  a  year. 

Sylvania  loyalty  programme 

The  Sylvania  loyalty  programme  from 
Enterprise  Leisure  Sales  Ltd,  PO  box  45, 
St  Albans,  Herts  AL1  3YZ,  aims  to  help 
the  smaller  retailer  as  well  as  the  larger 
photographic  dealer.  Until  December  31, 
orders  of  £100  and  over  (net  trade  price), 
get  a  20  per  cent  discount  plus  a  silver 
plated  wine  goblet,  and  subsequent  orders 
get  the  same  discount  together  with 
another  goblet  if  worth  more  than  £100. 

Retailers  who  join  the  loyalty  scheme 
get  a  retrospective  bonus  of  2j  per  cent 
at  the  end  of  December  if  orders  have 
totalled  £500,  5  per  cent  if  £1,000  or  over, 
which  will  then  qualify  them  for  member- 
ship of  the  Sylvania  privilege  scheme 
giving  privileged  access  to  new  promo- 
tions, displays  and  merchandisers.  A  free 
staff  sales  training  book  is  offered  to 
those  joining  the  loyalty  scheme.  Also 
available  are  window  stickers  and  a 
plastic  carrier  bag  for  customers. 


Beecham's  campaigns 

A  diamond  sprayed  with  Bristow's  hair- 
spray,  "sparkling  as  beautifully  as  before", 
is  being  shown  nationally  on  television, 
and  will  be  joined  by  advertisements  for 
shampoo  with  polymer  from  June  14. 
Campaigns  will  continue  in  Autumn  and 
the  new  year,  with  expenditure  estimated 
at  £600,000. 

Body  Mist  is  being  backed  by  commer- 
cials filmed  against  the  high  heat  of 
Tunisia,  with  the  theme  "Body  Mist  first", 
reminding  the  user  to  apply  deodorant 
before  dressing.  Running  until  October, 
campaign  expenditure  is  said  to  be  around 
£400,000. 

Beecham  Proprietaries,  Beecham  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
TW8  9BD,  presented  gift  boxes  of  Falcon 
hairspray  to  12  members  of  the  RAF 
Falcon  display  team  when  they  made  their 
first  official  parachute  drop  this  year. 

Bristol-Myers  teach  sales  staff 

A  trade  competition  is  the  first  in  a  series 
of  promotions  built  round  Clairol  Quiet 
Touch,  running  through  summer  months. 
Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd,  Stamford  House, 
Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks  SL3  6EB, 
are  aiming  to  inform  sales  assistants  how 
Quiet  Touch  works,  by  asking  competitors 
to  answer  nine  questions  about  their  pro- 
duct. The  competition,  closing  date  June 
1 1 ,  is  only  open  to  members  of  the  trade 
selling  the  product,  and  prizes  are  ten 
Clairol  de  luxe  3-way  hair-setters  and  25 
Crazy  Curl  steam  styling  wands. 

'Space  age'  Uvistat  thermometers 

"Mystery  shoppers"  will  be  giving  digital 
thermometers  to  pharmacists  and  their 
assistants  who  spontaneously  recommend 
Uvistat.  W.B.  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  PO 
box  23,  Bracknell,  Berks  RG12  4YS,  are 
also  offering  their  "ultra-slim"  thermo- 
meters to  the  public  (£175,  normal  retail 
price  over  £3  00).  Liquid  crystals  behind 
the  thermometer's  digits  reflect  light  and 
change  colour  from  tan  at  the  bottom  of 
the  range  through  green  to  blue  at  the  top. 

Carter  Wallace  relaunch 

A  £320,000  relaunch  for  Arrid  will  include 
new  pack  designs  and,  as  the  first  of  con- 
tinuous promotions,  25  per  cent  "extra 
value"  in  aerosol  cans.  Carter  Wallace  say 
their  main  objective  is  to  "build  on  the 
fact  that  Arrid  offers  the  consumer  a 
complete  range  of  anti-perspirant  deodor- 
ants". During  summer  months  women's 
magazines  will  carry  four  column  advertise- 
ments on  double  pages.  Two  outside  and 
two  inside  columns  will  be  featuring  four 
different  Arrid  products,  and  recall  tests 
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Ever  Ready  corn  knives  (£0.28)  and 
replacement  blades  (E0.25)  are  being 
introduced  nationally.  Personna  Inter- 
national (UK)  Ltd,  Nicholson  House, 
Nicholson  Walk,  Maidenhead  SL6  1LD, 
have  designed  individual  blister  packs 
for  display  on  J-hooks  or  blade  racks 

are  said  to  have  proved  this  arrangement 
is  more  memorable  than  a  full  spread. 

Carter  Wallace  Ltd,  Wear  Bay  Road, 
Folkestone,  Kent,  will  also  be  advertising 
Pearl  Drops  tooth  polish  in  a  wide  range 
of  women's  magazines  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  say  it  is  the  only  tooth  polish  on 
the  British  market.  Nair  will  be  supported 
by  separate  advertising  campaigns — ex- 
planations of  their  depilatory  cream  to 
young  girls,  and  a  "beauty"  campaign 
aimed  at  the  over  18  group. 

Fisons  take  Clic-Loc 

Clic-Loc  child  resistant  closures  are  to  be 
available  shortly  on  Cojene  and  Genasprin 
OTC  analgesics  from  Fisons  Ltd  phar- 
maceutical division,  12  Derby  Road, 
Loughborough,  Leics.  The  company  are 
also  to  change  the  white  flint  glass  bottles, 
in  which  both  products  are  packed,  to 
amber  glass  in  the  near  future.  The  28mm 
version  of  the  Clic-Loc  closure  was  chosen, 
according  to  Mr  Malcolm  Gill,  brand 
manager,  because  it  has  been  available 
longer  than  any  other  in  the  UK,  and  was 
the  first  in  general  use  in  dispensaries,  so 
both  pharmacists  and  the  public  have  had 
a  useful  period  to  get  used  to  handling  it. 

Nailoid  package  deal 

Richards  &  Appleby  Ltd,  Gerrards  Place, 
East  Gillibrands,  Skelmersdale,  Lanes 
WN8  8AR,  are  offering  a  counter  display 
unit  featuring  twelve  small  Nailoid  creams, 
and  six  of  each  of  large  Nailoid  cream, 
Carnate,  hardener,  let  'm  grow  and  plus 
with  nylon  in  a  promotion  running  until 
the  end  of  June.  Unit  and  stocks  are  being 
offered  to  the  trade  at  £1055,  which 
includes  five  per  cent  discount  on 
hardener,  let 'm  grow  and  plus  with  nylon. 
For  consumers  the  display  pack  parcel 
offers  three  manicure  sticks  attached  to  a 
card  of  small  Nailoid  cream  (£023),  a 
small  buffer  on  every  card  of  Carnate 
(£0  65)  and  a  'further  price  reduction  on 
large  Nailoid  cream  (£0  23). 

More  Trade  News  on  p742 


You  can  be  sure  they'll  be 
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Elseve  Balsam  is  no  ordinary  creme  rinse. 
It  comes  exclusively  from  LOreal.  Exclusively  in 
170cc  bottles.  And  will  be  advertised  exclusively  on 
television. 

But  rather  than  ask  people 
to  take  its  quality  for  granted, 
we're  giving  literally  millions  of 
women  the  chance  to  try  it.  Free. 

Not  with  the  usual  sachets, 
but  in  miniature  bottles  which 
really  demonstrate  the  product's 
quality.  And  which  reflect  the 
packaging  which  was  so  admired 
in  test. 
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Four  and  a  half  million  "5p  Off"  coupons 
will  provide  added  incentive  for  them  coming  back 
to  you  for  more. 

Elseve  Balsam's  single  size, 
single  formula  make  it  a  simpler 
selling  and  stocking  operation  for 
you.  And  a  simple  choice  for  your 
customers. 

For  more  information 
please  contact  your  usual  LOreal 
representative  or  Head  Office 
on  01-629  8240. 

When  you  sell  the  best, 
you  can  forget  the  rest. 


ELSEVE  BALSAM. The  cream  of  creme  rinses  from  LOREAL. 
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Remember  the  Supersoft 
commercial  we  ran  earlier  this 
year? 

With  those  marauding 
Vikings  and  that  delightful 
young  lady  who  welcomed 
mm  them  with  open  arms. 
It  did  a  two-month  stint  nationally  on  TVand  in  cinemas 
where  'Jaws'  was  showing.  And  it  helped  to  get  our  new 
range  of  shampoos  nicely  off  the  ground. 

So  much  so,  that  we've  decided  to  go  on  the  rampage 
with  it  again  next  month. 

This  time,  we're  putting  even  more  money  behind  it 
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h,  we'll  be 
ndering  and 

mok  again. 


and  concentrating  our  assault  entirely  on  TV. 

So,  you'll  be  seeing  a  good  deal  more  of  the  aforement- 
ioned young  lady  and  her  Viking  hero. 

In  fact,  by  our  calculations,  over 
16  million  women  are  scheduled  ss_ 
to  see  our  commercial  at  least  4 
times  over  the  next  few  weeks. 

After  which,we  hope  you'll  be  | 

ready  to  face  an  invasion  or  two 

yourself. 

From  hordes  of  eager 
customers. 

New  Supersof t  Shampoos. 
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Agfa  window  competition 

Agfa  Gevaert  Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex,  are  offering  32  prizes  of 
£25  each  in  their  latest  dealer  window 
display  contest. 

To  enter  the  competition,  which  runs 
until  August  31,  dealers  should  dress  their 
window  with  any  combination  of  Agfa 
Gevaert  products,  photograph  them  and 
send  the  print  attached  to  a  special  entry 
form  available  from  the  company.  In 
addition  to  the  prizes,  every  entrant  will 
receive  a  Super  Ferro  Dynamic  tape  cas- 
sette for  each  different  display  submitted. 
Display  material  available  from  the  com- 
pany this  year  includes  new  Agfa  "bikin 
girls".  Valupak  stickers  and  streamers,  110 
camera  stands,  new  sets  of  box  show- 
cards  and  big  plastic  banners. 

Graduated  medical  cup 

DRG  Cups  Ltd  have  introduced  a  clear 
plastic  25ml  graduated  container  designed 
for  medicines,  sampling  or  portion  control 
(1,000,  £476  trade).  Literature  on  the 
complete  range  is  available  from  the  com- 
pany at  Barlows  Lane,  Liverpool  L9  9EJ. 

Hunting  buffalos  upwind 

The  Day-long  advertisement  with  a  "wild 
west"  theme,  seen  last  year  on  Border 
television,  will  be  repeated  nationally  until 
September,  with  expenditure  of  £375.000. 
A  covered  waggon  trader  assures  Indian 
squaws  they  can  hunt  buffalo  successfully 
upwind  if  they  use  Day-long.  Reckitt 
Products,  Reckitt  House,  Stoneferry  Road, 
Hull  HU8  8DD,  say  their  brand  share 
increased  by  146  per  cent  in  the  Border 
area  from  the  start  of  advertising.  They 
are  now  selling-in  packs  flashed  with  price 
reductions:  lOp  off  (42cc),  6p  off  (28cc) 
and  8p  off  (42cc  refill). 

Computerised  ordering  system  for  PIF 

The  independent  Nottingham  wholesale 
chemists,  PIF  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  have 
introduced  a  computerised  order  process- 
ing system  using  a  Singer  System  Ten.  The 
equipment  allows  telephone  order  clerks 
to  enter  orders  directly  into  the  computer 
using  visual  display  units  located  in  the 
order  office. 

When  the  customer  has  completed  his 
order,  the  computer  prints  a  detailed 
despatch  note,  in  warehouse  location 
sequence,  which  is  passed  to  the  ware- 
house where  the  order  is  assembled,  and 
normally  despatched  within  two  hours. 

A  copy  of  the  delivery  note  (marked 
with  any  adjustments  by  the  assembler)  is 
returned  to  a  clerk  who  displays  the 
original  order  on  her  screen.  The  amend- 
ments are  entered  through  the  keyboard, 
and  the  invoice  is  produced  automatically. 
This  is  processed  simultaneously  by  the 
computer  to  produce  the  sales  ledger, 
sales  statistics  and  management  control 
information  required. 


Comfy  Cuff  baby  pants 

T'ommee  Tippee  have  re-introduced  Comfy 
Cufl  plastic  pants  in  three  sizes  with  for- 
ward facing  leg  cutfs  (£0  25).  Jackel  &  Co 
Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northum- 
berland, are  advertising  the  pants  in 
mother  and  baby  magazines  through  1976. 

The  company  is  replacing  bottles  of 
Proteinail  by  lOOg  tubes  (£0  95). 

In  Step  on  the  air 

Seven  weeks  of  television  advertising 
aimed  mainly  at  the  housewife,  is  part  of 
£250,000  being  spent  on  In  Step  pro- 
motions this  year.  Optrex  Ltd,  Wadsworth 
Road,  Perivale,  Middlesex,  say  extra 
weighting  will  go  to  London,  Scotland  and 
Granada  areas,  and  coverage  will  be 
national,  with  the  exception  of  Ulster.  The 
campaign  starts  May  24  with  a  one  week 
break  after  the  first  three  weeks. 

Luminous  Kamera  Klear  colours 

Leichner  are  introducing  "the  palest  and 
most  luminous  shade  they've  made  for 
years"  to  their  Kamera  Klear  tinted  found- 
ation range.  Blend  of  Almonds,  a  pink  and 
beige  blend,  will  be  sold  in  -j-oz  jars,  with 
a  lipstick  chosen  from  nine  shades  (£0  65), 
as  an  introductory  offer  until  the  end  of 
June.  The  foundation  will  be  available  in 
the  standard  size  jar  (£0  75)  from  July.  L. 
Leichner  Ltd,  436  Essex  Road,  London 
Nl  3PL,  have  added  spun  silver  lipstick 
shades,  shot  pink,  shot  gold  and  shot  lilac 
(£0  50),  to  the  range.  Described  as  "pale 
opalescent  colour  set  in  a  silvery-white 
base",  they  complement  nail  gloss  colours 
25,  26  and  27. 

Three  fiimstrips 

Three  new  35mm  fiimstrips  (£3.95  each) — 
"War  on  head  lice",  "Look  after  your 
feet",  and  "Practical  laboratory  safety" — 
have  been  introduced  by  Camera  Talks 
Ltd,  31  North  Row,  London  W1R  2EN. 
They  are  also  available  as  slidesets  with 
cassetted  tapes. 

Max  Factor  promotion  sites 

Six  sites  for  promotion  items  have  been 
included  in  a  merchandiser  designed  to 
carry  the  standard  Max  Factor  range.  The 
unit  is  being  sold  with  bonus  terms,  from 
Max  Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  W1X  4BP  and  initially  with  fit- 
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ments  and  display  cards  for  the  following 
promotions ;  make-up  accessories,  yogurt 
skin  care,  deodorant  (special  offer). 
Creme  Puff  vanity  compacts,  Erace  and 
Erace  white,  and  Classic  fragrance  perfume 
atomisers  (special  offer).  Three  shelves 
with  Vac-formed  trays  to  display  stock  are 
linked  at  the  back  of  the  unit  with  a  full- 
length  mirror,  screen-printed  "Max 
Factor".  There  is  also  a  lipstick  tester  bar 
and  a  stock  cupboard. 

Coty  apologise 

Coty  Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex,  apologise  for  incorrectly  nam- 
ing a  lipstick  and  nail  enamel  addition. 
The  shade  dusky  rust  should  have  been 
dusky  brown  (last  week  p706). 

K!eenex  kitchen  offer 

Kleenex  Flair  kitchen  towels  are  being 
re-launched  with  new  colours,  border 
design  and  packs.  Colours  nutmeg  brown, 
mandarin  orange,  china  blue  and  mint 
green,  show  through  clear  polythene  twin 
packs  stating  contents. 

The  re-launch  is  backed  by  a  £50,000 
plus  advertising  and  promotional  campaign, 
featuring  in  the  Daily  Express  and  leading 
women's  magazines,  including  Woman, 
Good  Housekeeping,  Family  Circle, 
Woman's  Weekly,  Home  and  Freezer 
Digest,  My  Story,  True  Romances  and 
True  Story.  An  Irish  linen  tea  towel  (30  in 
x  20  in)  has  been  designed  to  show  six 
uses  for  Flair  towels,  and  is  offered  on 
pack  and  in  advertisements,  for  £0-45. 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  near  Maid- 
stone, Kent,  say  it  would  retail  at  over  £1 
and  will  be  a  constant  reminder  for  Flair 
"at  point  of  use". 

More  Trade  News  on  p744 

on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

4711  Cologne:  M,  So 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Close-up:  All  except  E 

Day-long  roll-on:  All  areas 

Divi-dent:  All  except  Ln,  So,  E 

Energen:  All  except  E 

Exterma-germ  cloths:  Ln,  So 

J-cloths:  Ln,  So,  A 

Johnson's  savings  code:  All  areas 

Johnson's  baby  powder:  All  except  E 

Kattomeat:  All  except  E 

Kodak  Instamatic  cameras:  All  except  E 

Matey:  All  except  U,  E 

Nivea:  All  areas 

Optrex  In  Step:  All  areas 

Philips  Home  Trim:  Lc,  Y,  NE 

PLJ:  All  except  E 

Remington  GT3  shaver:  Ln,  M,  Lc 

Scholl  footsprays:  All  except  U,  E 

SR:  All  except  E 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Tegrin  herbal  shampoo:  All  except  E. 

Vapona:  All  except  Ln,  U,  E 

Vitapointe:  M,  Lc,  Y.  NE 

Wisdom:  All  areas 

Wizard:  Lc,  Y,  NE 
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Builders 


ALES 

ECAST 
SUMMER 


Germolene  Ointment,  All  Fresh 
Clean-up  Squares,  Diocalm  and 
Sparkling  Eno ...  all  fast-selling 
brands  all  the  year  round,  sell 
even  better  in  summer  and  this 
year  should  prove  no  exception. 
Quite  the  reverse,  in  fact. 

Germolene,  for  example,  following 
its  year-on-year  success,  has  now  set 
new  high  targets.  Already  it's  winning 
attention  and  sales  with  stylish  new 
advertisements  and  packs. 

For  all  the  other  brands  as  well, 
the  aim  is  the  same  -  expansion  and 
growth.  This,  combined  with  generous 
margins,  makes  it  prudent  for  every 
retailer  to  check  stocks  now,  to  order  - 
and  to  display. 


A  scene  from  the  All  Fresh  "Frontier  Train"  com- 
mercial which,  last  year  helped  the  brand  sell  out 
in  many  outlets.  Repeated  this  summer,  it  could 
well  have  the  same  effect ...  so  stock  up  now. 


Eno 

again  in 
sparkling 
mood 


One  of  the  witty  new  adver- 
tisements which  will  attract 
frequent  and  repeated  atten- 
tion nationally  from  now  on. 

Last  year's  Eno  sales 
increased  by  24  per  cent  and 
chemists  will  be  keen  to  profit 
from  further  likely  advances. 


Every  mominq  (  qet 
one  of  da  boysfogrnime 
a  Sparkling  tno"  writes 
A I  Moroni  of  Chicago. 

"It's  trie  only  way  to 
Shake  off  da fW. 


it  seems  to  vesce  foe  Eff*e 


Holiday 
tummy  time  here 
again 


Holidays  abroad 
always  bring  a 
summer  peak  in 
sales  of  Diocalm 
and  it  is  certain 
to  occur  yet  again 
this  year. 

As  brand 
leader  by  a  long 
way.  Diocalm  is 
the  anti-diar- 
rhoeal  to  stock  - 
and  to  display. 


h,  STOPS  . 


PROFIT 
LATEST 

PHENSIC 

Following  increased  demand 
in  a  flu  winter,  this  powerfully 
supported  brand  will  continue 
its  heavy  TV  and  press  cam- 
paign. 

BRANDLEADER 
GERMOLOIDS 

Both  ointment  and  supposi- 
tories plan  to  stay  ahead  with 
more  personalised  appeal  in 
national  press  and  women's 
magazines. 


FYNNON 
SALT 

Now  appearing  in  full-page 
advertisements  nationally. 

CLEARNIGHT 

These  unique  night-time  de- 
congestant tablets  to  get  new 
heavy  press  support  nation- 
wide at  Hay  Fever  time. 
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Trade  News 


Continued  from  p742 


Tabu  bottles  remodelled 

Simulated  cut-glass  phials  with  gold  tops 
(3-5cc,  £3.00;  7cc,  £4.40)  have  been  intro- 
duced for  Tabu  perfume,  while  slim 
square  bottles  are  retained  for  larger  sizes 
(15cc,  £10.50;  30cc,  £16.00).  Dana 
Perfumes  Ltd,  7  Conduit  Street,  London 
W1R  9TG,  say  they  have  rationalised  the 
perfume  range  to  just  four  sizes. 

PLJ  "beauty  from  within" 

For  the  first  time  PLJ  is  being  advertised 
nationally  on  television,  in  a  campaign 
costing  £200,000.  Beecham  Foods, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex,  say  this  is  the  next  stage 
in  their  relaunch  programme  on  the 
"beauty  from  within"  brand  platform, 
which  has  already  included  repackaging, 
display  material  and  promotional  activities. 

Jeyes  and  Tissex  in  Ireland 

Irish  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Mount  Brown, 
Dublin,  have  been  appointed  sole  distribu- 
tor in  Ireland  for  the  products  of  Jeyes 
(Ireland)  Ltd  and  Tissex  &  Co  Ltd. 

Revlon  jewels  with  summer  shades 

Summer  lipstick  shades — sunberry  brown, 
suntan  pink,  roseberry,  and  sunripe  peach 
— are  being  sold  with  "colour-matched 
seashell  beads"  (together,  £150),  whilst 
new  shades  of  nail  enamel — seashell  rose, 
sea  ivory,  pebble  pink,  sand  beige,  beach 
lilac  and  ivory  peach  are  offered  with 
beach  bangles  in  matching  colours  (£100). 
Revlon  International  Corporation,  86 
Brook  Street,  London  Wl,  also  offer  a 
triangular,  cotton  fashion-wrap  (£1  95), 
which  can  be  worn  as  a  beach  turban, 
strapless  top  or  "hip  wrapper",  it  has  been 
designed  in  enamel  and  lipstick  colours  to 
complete  their  "sun  jewels"  promotion. 

Numark  June  promotions 

Promotions  from  Numark,  running  until 
June  12,  will  include:  Nice  'n  Easy,  Lil- 
lets,  Andrex  toilet  tissue,  Body  Mist  deo- 
dorant, Bristow's  hair  spray,  Sunsilk 
shampoo,  Pears  soap,  and  as  an  optional 
extra,  Listerine.  Details  from  Independent 


Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51  Boreham 
Road,  Warminster,  Wilts. 

Unichem  offers 

From  June  7-26  Unichem  members  only 
offers  are :  Adorn  hairspray,  Alberto 
Balsam  shampoo,  Alka  Seltzer,  Anadin 
50s  and  100s,  Arrid  extra  dry,  Beauty 
Shave  roll-on,  Bisodol  tablets,  Delph 
lemon  skin  freshener  and  cleansing  milk, 
Dextrosol  natural  double,  Elastoplast  Air- 
strip, Gillette  platinum  blades  and  super 
silver  blades,  Harmony  hairspray,  John- 
son's baby  dry  liners,  oil,  soap  and  cotton 
buds,  L'Oreal  Elseve  Balsam  hair  con- 
ditioner, Macleans  Freshmint  toothpaste, 
Natural  Balance  conditioner,  Phensic, 
Pears  shampoo,  Scholl  Zino  corn  pads,  felt 
corn  pads  round  and  air  pillow  insoles, 
Sure  antiperspirant,  Cussons  Imperial 
Leather  talc,  Quickies,  Arrid  extra  dry 
roll-on,  Nivea  creme,  Alka  Seltzer  foil, 
Flytox  Repel  tissues,  Feminax,  Kwells, 
Diocalm  tablets,  Anadin  20s,  Bisodol  30s 
and  Elastoplast  first  aid  kit.  Details  from 
Unichem  Ltd,  Morden,  Surrey. 

Bonus  offers 

Cuxson  Gerrard  &  Co  Ltd,  Oldbury, 
Warley,  West  Midlands.  Carnation  Corn 
Caps,  10  per  cent  off  on  6  or  more  units 
of  30  wallets.  Until  May  29. 


Resorption 


ANTASIL  liquid  and  tablets 

Manufacturer  Stuart  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Carr  House,  Carrs  Road,  Cheadle,  Ches 
Description  White  liquid,  each  5ml  con- 
taining dried  aluminium  hydroxide  gel 
400mg,  magnesium  hydroxide  400mg, 
activated  polymethylsiloxane  30mg. 
Double-layered  white/green  tablets  marked 
"Stuart  851"  containing  dried  aluminium 
hydroxide  gel  400mg,  magnesium  hyd- 
roxide 400mg,  activated  polymethylsiloxane 
30mg 

Indications  Antacid/deflatulent  for  sympto- 
matic treatment  of  peptic  ulcer,  dyspepsia, 
heartburn  in  hiatus  hernia  or  pregnancy, 
flatulence  and  abdominal  distension, 
gastritis,  oesophagitis  and  other  conditions 
of  hyperacidity  or  flatulence 
Dosage  5  or  10ml  liquid  or  one  or  two 
tablets,  sucked  or  chewed,  as  required  pre- 
ferably between  meals  and  at  bedtime 
Precautions  Care  in  hypophosphataemia. 
Avoid  during  first  trimester  of  pregnancy 
unless  compelling  reasons  for  use.  Alum- 
inium hydroxide  may  form  complex  with 
tetracyclines  and  reduce  absorption  when 
given  concomitantly 

Storage  Should  not  be  stored  at  extremes 
of  temperature 

Packs  Liquid  300ml  (£1-00  trade)  and  60 
tablets  (£1-12) 
Issued  May  1976 

LANITOP  tablets  and  injection 

Manufacturer  Roussel  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Roussel  House,  Wembley  Park,  Middlesex 
Description  Obloid  yellow  tablet,  with  a 
breakline  and  "Lantop"  on  both  faces, 
containing  medigoxin  0-lmg.  Injection 
contains  medigoxin  0-2mg  in  2ml 


Indications  All  cases  in  which  digitalis 
therapy  required  eg  congestive  heart 
failure  and  certain  cardiac  arrhythmias, 
especially  atrial  fibrillation 
Contraindications  Digitalis  intoxication, 
hypercalcaemia  and  before  electrocardio- 
version.  May  be  contraindicated  or  require 
additional  measures  in  manifest  hypo- 
kalemia, disorders  of  atrioventricular  con- 
duction and  pathological  bradycardia 
Dosage  Same  whether  given  orally  or 
intravenously  therefore  two  routes  inter- 
changeable at  any  time.  Adults  and 
children  over  14 — digitalisation,  2  tablets 
twice  daily  or  2  ampoules  daily  for  3-5 
days.  Maintenance,  1  tablet  two  or  three 
times  daily  or  1-1^  ampoules  daily.  For 
rapid  digitalisation,  2  tablets  or  1  ampoule 
three  times  daily  for  2-4  days.  Infants  and 
children  under  14 — digitalisation,  0-01mg 
per  kg  six  hourly  until  therapeutic  result 
obtained,  usually  2-4  doses.  Maintenance 
usually  0-01mg  per  kg  daily 
Precautions  Same  as  with  other  cardiac 
glycosides  when  given  intravenously. 
Parenteral  administration  of  calcium 
should  be  avoided.  Reduced  glycoside 
requirement  may  be  expected  in  the  elderly 
and  in  renal  insufficiency.  Use  during  first 
trimester  of  pregnancy  should  be  weighed 
against  possible  adverse  effects 
Side  effects  Gastric  disturbance,  arrhyth- 
mias and  visual  disturbances  may  occur, 
particularly  in  patients  hypersensitive  to 
glycosides  or  with  electrolyte  imbalance 
such  as  that  caused  by  diuretics 
Storage  In  a  cool  dry  place,  protected 
from  light 

Packs  100  tablets  (£1-76  trade)  and  boxes 
of  5  x  2ml  ampoules  (£0-70) 
Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 
scription only 
Issued  May  1976 

Notes  Medigoxin  is  a  digoxin  derivative 
offering  improved  lipid  solubility,  higher 
dissolution,  rapid  and  virtually  complete 
absorption  from  the  gastrointestinal  tract 
and  faster  onset  of  action.  Under  steady 
state  conditions,  0-3mg  Lanitop  is  thera- 
peutically equivalent  to  0  5mg  digoxin 
daily. 

TOPISONE  and  TOPISONE  C 

creams 

Manufacturer  Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
St  Ives  Road,  Maidenhead,  Berks 
Description  Topisone — white  cream  con- 
taining hydrocortisone  0-1  per  cent. 
Topisone  C — white  cream  containing 
hydrocortisone  0-1  per  cent  and  clioquinol 
1  per  cent 

Indications  Moderately  severe  dermatitis, 
including  atopic  eczema  and  contact  and 
seborrhoeic  dermatitis.  Topisone  C  where 
superficial  infection  present  or  suspected 
Contraindications  Viral  infections  of  skin 
Method  of  use  Rub  well  into  lesions  twice 
daily  or  more 

Precautions    Severe    bacterial    or  fungal 
skin    infection    should    be    treated  with 
appropriate  chemotherapy.  Should  not  be 
used  in  large  amounts  or  for  prolonged 
periods  in  pregnancy.  Care  in  long  term 
use  in  infantile  eczema  because  of  risk  of 
adrenal  suppression  following  absorption 
Storage  In  a  cool  place 
Dispensing  diluent  Not  recommended 
Packs  30g  tubes — Topisone  (£0-75  trade), 
Topisone  C  (£0-95) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA  part  2 
Issued  May  27,  1976 
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everyone's  recommending 

anusol 


Nurses,  pharmacists,  doctors  all  recommend  Anusol. 
And  your  customers  recommend  it  to  each  other. 
That's  why  Anusol  is  the  leading  o.t.c. 
productfor treating  haemorrhoids. 
Now  you  have  even  more  reason  to 
recommend  Anusol.  We've  put  both 
Anusol  Suppositories  and  Anusol  Ointment 
in  attractive  new  packs  to  match  Anusol  Cream. 
Ask  your  Warner  representative  for  new 
promotional  details. 

anusol 

Cream,  Suppositories  and  Ointment 

soothe  painful 
piles  and  anal  irritation 

Chemist  only  products 
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soofteaxi 
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Further  information  available  on  request. 
William  R.  Warner  &  Co.  Ltd., 

Eastleigh,  Hants.  S05  3ZQ 
Tel:  Eastleigh 3131 

Anusol  is  a  registered  trade  mark. 
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Shopfitting  

On  show  at 
Intershop 

A  range  of  versatile,  full-electronic,  stand- 
alone cash  registers  were  put  on  show  for 
the  first  time  by  Decimo  Ltd,  Park  House, 
96  Park  Street,  Luton,  Beds,  at  this  week's 
Intershop  exhibition. 

Spearheading  the  range  is  the  Tectronic 
MA  101  (£335  plus  VAT).  Said  to  be 
Britain's  first  all-electronic  itemising  regis- 
ter, this  single  total  machine  is  fitted  with 
half  pence  key  as  standard,  and  has  facili- 
ties for  discount  total,  change  computation, 
and  customer  account  number.  The  next 
model  in  the  range,  the  102,  features  four 
separate  department  totals  with  automatic 
repeat,  paid  out,  charged  and  received 
account  totals.  Other  models,  with  up  to 
ten  totals,  are  also  available,  and  the 
machines,  manufactured  by  Tokyo  Electric 
Corporation  Japan,  come  with  large  or 
standard  till  drawers. 

Low-cost  shelving 

Showrax  Ltd,  Tower  Works,  Northfleet, 
Kent,  displayed  their  recently-introduced 
Strut  low  cost  shelving  system,  with  an 
increased  range  of  components  such  as 
adjustable  brackets,  shelf  binning  facilities 
and  canopies.  Both  wall  shelving  and  free- 
standing island  units  can  be  built  up  in 
modules  one  metre  long  using  pre-formed 
plastic-coated  steel  shelves ;  alternatively 
glass  or  wood  shelves  can  be  used  with 
wall-fixed  uprights  sited  at  suitable  inter- 
vals for  the  required  weight  loading.  On 
another  stand  the  company  showed  their 
Equiplus  modular  glass  display  system, 
where  shelving  showcases  and  display  units 
can  be  constructed  from  glass  panels  by 
means  of  a  special  connector. 

Showrax  have  also  announced  that  they 
have  reduced  the  cost  of  leasing  their 
equipment.  Rental  has  now  been  reduced 
to  48  monthly  payments  of  £29  plus  VAT 
(formerly  £3750)  per  £1,000  value  of 
equipment  leased  in  the  primary  period  of 
four  years ;  a  fixed  sum  of  £60  (previously 
£100)  is  payable  for  the  whole  of  the 
secondary  period  of  10  years  regardless 
of  the  value  of  the  equipment  leased. 

Continental  printing  system 

Different  methods  of  printing  such  items 
as  price  cards  were  on  show,  including  a 
system  from  the  continent.  The  Henning- 
Neonprint  lettering  unit,  produced  by 
Henning  Sign  Systems,  PO  Box  20, 
Amsterdam,  starts  at  £85  an  outfit  for 
small  price  tags;  a  larger  kit  (£130) 
includes  alphabet  capitals  and  lower  case, 
figures  and  punctuation  symbols.  There  is 
a  choice  of  17  different  type  styles,  in 
heights  from  |in  to  lOin,  and  seven  differ- 
ent ink  colours.  The  system  consists  of 
precision-made  rubber  stamps,  which  are 
pressed  on  by  hand  to  the  card  after 
inking,  using  a  special  guiding  device. 

Five  more  patterns  are  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Fritztile  range  of  marble  terrazzo 


Above:  Decimo  Tectronic  MA  102 


Below:  Showrax  Strut  shelving 
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tiles  marketed  in  the  UK  by  Zanettit  & 
Bailey  Ltd,  110  Ashley  Down  Road, 
Bristol  BS7  9JR.  The  tiles  are  manufac- 
tured in  the  USA  from  marble  chippings 
and  a  thermo-setting  resin ;  sized  304  X 
304  X  4mm,  they  weigh  little  more  than 
21  bs  a  sq  ft,  and  have  high  dimensional 
stability  and  hardness  as  well  as  resistance 
to  most  solvents  and  stains.  The  distribu- 
tors say  they  can  be  easily  laid  by  any 
competent  flooring  company  over  most 
existing  surfaces,  including  concrete,  wood 
and  vinyl. 

Space  rather  than  weight 

Superslim  is  the  name  of  the  latest  range 
of  display  units  from  Parnall  &  Sons  Ltd, 
Fishponds,  Bristol.  Based  on  the  com- 
pany's Shomore  range,  the  design  has  been 
lightened  and  refined  to  produce  a  unit 
where  display  space  rather  than  weight- 
carrying  capacity  is  important.  The  com- 
pany says  the  units  are  well  suited  to 
displaying  such  items  as  toiletries  and 
fancy  goods. 
Each  Superslim  model  is  l^m  long  with 


steel  uprights  60mm  wide.  Single  steel 
brackets  are  used  at  one-metre  centres, 
carrying  shelves  and  units  l|m  long; 
because  of  the  overhang  any  number  of 
units  can  be  used  end  to  end  to  provide 
uninterrupted  display  surfaces.  Surface 
materials  available  include  polished  sapele 
veneer,  with  shelves  in  glass,  chrome  grid 
or  painted  wood  in  varying  widths. 

The  gondola  unit  is  self-contained  and 
free-standing,  4ft  6in  high,  with  lm  back 
panels  at  high  or  low  level ;  wall  units 
are  7ft  6in  high.  Shelves  fit  gondola  or 
wall  units,  and  £m  back  panels  can  be 
used  to  fill  in  the  overhang  areas  between 
adjoining  units  to  allow  clean  and  un- 
broken runs  of  panelling  behind  shelves. 

Large  span  shelving 

A  heavy-duty,  large  span,  range  of 
shelving  has  been  introduced  recently  by 
Dexion  Ltd,  Dexion  House,  Empire  Way, 
Wembley,  Middlesex  HA9  0JW.  The  com- 
pany say  that  with  standard  components 
of  the  Spandex  system,  spans  of  up  to 
9ft  are  possible.  Shelf  widths  range  from 
18  to  48in,  and  can  be  fitted  flush  in 
stepped  beams ;  open  beams  can  be  used 
for  wide  shelf  panels  or  pallet  loads.  The 
beam-upright  connection  is  made  from  the 
back,  leaving  the  front  smooth  and  snag 
free.  Dexion  say  the  purpose-designed 
system  is  "neither  a  beefed  up  version  of 
standard  shelving  nor  scaled-down  pallet 
racking". 

Automatic  lighting  control 

A  new  light  sensitive  device  which  can 
give  automatic  control  over  shop  lighting 
is  available  from  Sheldon  Controls,  West 
Street,  Wells,  Somerset  BA5  2HJ.  All  the 
user  has  to  do  is  to  set  the  control  panel 
of  the  Sheldon  Savelite  to  activate  at  what- 
ever level  of  darkness  or  brightness  is 
chosen,  and  then  direct  the  unit's  elec- 
tronic eye  at  the  area  in  question.  The 
makers  claim  the  system  is  simple  to  instal 
and  can  easily  incorporate  a  manual  over- 
ride switch. 

Ultrasonic  detector 

A  versatile  intruder  movement  detection 
system,  offering  a  more  flexible  and  cost- 
effective  approach  to  safeguarding  open- 
plan  areas  inside  buildings  compared  with 
employing  microwave-based  systems,  has 
been  introduced  by  AFA-Minerva  (EMI) 
Ltd,  Security  House,  Grosvenor  Road, 
Twickenham  TW1  4AB. 

An  additional  feature  of  the  equipment 
is  its  facility  to  ignore  the  constant  flap- 
ping or  swinging  of  inanimate  objects,  thus 
reducing  the  likelihood  of  spurious  alarms. 

Called  Fidela  6,  the  system  uses  in- 
audible sound  waves  to  identify  motion 
within  a  protected  area,  and  is  employed 
as  part  of  a  building's  overall  automatic 
intruder  alarm  scheme.  It  can  incorporate 
as  many  as  ten  separately-located  sensor 
units,  each  having  an  adjustable  egg- 
shaped  range  of  36ft  long  and  23ft  wide, 
and  all  linked  to  a  single  control  panel  and 
power  source.  Mounted  on  walls,  ceilings 
or  rigid  structures  such  as  pillars  or  rack- 
ing, the  slim-style  sensors  resemble  public 
address  loudspeakers  measuring  18^  X 
3|  X  2|in.  They  are  supplied  with  a 
variety  of  pattern  directors,  for  adjusting 
the  protective  field. 
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Scottish 

Executive 

Candidates 

The  following  pharmacists  are  candidates 
in  the  forthcoming  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Scottish  Executive  election.  Vot- 
ing papers  are  being  sent  out  this  week 
and  should  be  returned  by  June  15. 

Mr  George  Washinglcn  Allan,  FPS,  Edinburgh. 
Qualified  1949.  After  period  as  manager  in  general 
practice,  entered  industry  as  medical  represen- 
tative, has  since  been  engaged  in  various 
management  assignments,  and  re-entered  general 
practice  as  a  proprietor  pharmacist.  Committee 
member,  Edinburgh  and  Lothians  Branch,  since 
1962,  chairman  in  1970.  Elected  to  Executive  in 
1972.  In  1974  elected  to  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland)  and  chairman,  Lothian  Health 
Board  Area  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
Mr  George  Milne  Burness,  Dingwall.  Qualified 
1966.  Proprietor  pharmacist,  formerly  senior  and 
chief  hospital  pharmacist  in  Zambia.  Past  presi- 
dent, Students'  Representative  Council,  Robert 
Gordon's  Institute  of  Technology.  Executive  mem- 
ber, Scottish  Union  of  Students,  and  Scottish 
representative,  British  Pharmaceutical  Students 
Association  Executive.  Secretary.  Society's  North- 
ern Scottish  Branch  and  Highland  Area  Chemist 
Contractors  Committee;  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation  area  representative. 
Mr  Alexander  Cowan,  FPS,  Bannockburn.  Qualified 
1945.  Proprietor  pharmacist.  Elected  to  Executive 
1958,  and  chairman  1965-8.  Founder  member, 
Stirling  and  Central  Scottish  Branch,  serving  12 
years  as  treasurer  and  as  chairman  1973-5.  Mem- 
ber, former  Scottish  Health  Services  Council  and 
its  Standing  Pharmaceutical  Advisory  Committee. 
Pharmacist  member,  Advisory  Committee  cn 
Borderline  Substances  1971-5.  Member,  former 
Stirling  and  Clackmannan  Executive  Council,  its 
Finance  and  General  Purpose  Committee  and  its 
Drugs  Testing  Committee.  Elected  to  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  in  1951,  chairman 
1962-5,  and  secretary  1972-4.  Member  of  Pharma- 
ceutical General  Council  (Scotland)  for  some 
years  prior  to  1963,  from  1963  serving  on  General 
Council  and  its  Standing  Committee  ex  officio 
representing  Scottish  Executive.  Currently  chair- 
man, Forth  Valley  Area  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee, and  secretary,  ACCC;  member,  National 
Consultative  Committee  for  Pharmacy. 
Mr  James  Hay  Henderson,  FPS,  Dunfermline. 
Qualified  1945.  Superintendent  pharmacist  of  a 
Co-operative  Society.  Previous  experience  as 
manager  with  a  multiple,  then  hospital  pharmacy, 
manufacturing  and  wholesaling.  Member  of  Execu- 
tive, 1964-7,  and  of  Standing  Pharmaceutical 
Advisory  Committee,  resigning  on  transfer  to 
Liverpool;  re-elected  to  Executive  in  1973.  Past 
chairman  and  treasurer  of  former  Edinburgh  and 
South  Eastern  Scottish  Branch;  former  Com- 
mittee member,  Chester  Branch  and  Liverpool 
Chemists  Association;  and  past  chairman,  Fife 
Branch.  Chairman,  Local  Conference  Committee 
for  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  St 
Andrews,  1976. 

Mr  John  Irvine,  Largs.  Qualified  1959.  Manager  in 
general  practice.  Experience  as  manager  with 
large  multiple  in  Carlisle,  Plymouth,  Glasgow  and 
Greenock  where  new  employed.  Representative  of 
public  limited  companies  and  vice-chairman  of 
Argyll  and  Clyde  APC.  Chairman,  Inverclyde 
District  Pharmaceutical  Committee;  member, 
Argyll  and  Clyde  General  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee and  ACCC. 

Mr  Wiliam  King  Lawrie,  Edinburgh.  Qualified 
1945.  Area  Manager  in  general  practice  pharmacy. 
Formerly  proprietor  pharmacist.  Committee  mem- 
ber, Edinburgh  and  Lothians  Branch,  for  the  past 
17  years  and  past  chairman. 

Mr  John  Annesley  Myers,  FPS  Edinburgh.  Quali- 
fied 1937  (Pereira  medallist).  Chief  administrative 
pharmaceutical  officer,  Lothian  Health  Board. 
Admiralty  pharmacist,  Royal  Navy  hospitals, 
Haslar   and    Diyatalawa,   and   senior  pharmacist. 


Royal  Naval  medical  depot,  Trincomalee  1942-46. 
Chief  pharmacist.  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary,  1946- 
58.  Chief  pharmacist.  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary 
and  associated  hospitals  1958-72.  Regional 
pharmacist.  South-Eastern  regional  hospital  board. 
1972-4.  Former  member,  Standing  Pharmaceutical 
Advisory  Committee,  Scottish  Health  Services 
Council.  Former  Scottish  representative  on  English 
and  Welsh  hospital  pharmacists'  Consultative 
Committee.  Former  senior  lecturer  (honorary), 
University  Department  of  Therapeutics,  Royal 
Infirmary  of  Edinburgh.  Former  lecturer,  Royal 
College  of  Nursing,  Edinburgh,  also  Queen 
Alexandra's  Eye  Pavilion,  Edinburgh.  Member, 
Society's  Council,  since  1964,  and  also  Execu- 
tive. Member  of  Council's  Law,  Ethical,  Educa- 
tion, Science  and  European  Economic  Community 
(Policy)  Committees  and  hospital  practice  sub- 
committee. Member,  British  Pharmacopoeia  com- 
mittee for  surgical  dressings;  member,  British 
Standards  Institution  technical  committee  on  trans- 
fusion equipment  for  medical  use.  Representative 
of  hospital  pharmacists  on  Edinburgh  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee.  Member,  Executive's  Rural 
Areas  Committee,  and  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  representative  on  course  committee 
D5 — pharmacy,  of  the  Scottish  Technical  Educa- 
tion Council. 

Mrs  Sheila  Helen  Paterson,  Melrose.  Qualified 
1965.  CAPO,  Borders  Area,  and  chief  pharmacist, 
Borders  Hospitals,  based  at  Peel  Hospital,  Gala- 
shiels. Previously  employed  in  general  practice 
in  Birmingham,  Sighthill  Health  Centre,  and 
Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary.  Has  served  on  Regional 


The  following  pharmacists  are  the  26 
candidates  for  this  year's  inaugural  e!ec- 
election  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Welsh  Executive.  Voting  papers  are  being 
issued  this  week,  for  return  by  June  15. 

Mr  Eric  H.  Brockis,  Menai  Bridge.  Qualified 
1954.  District  pharmaceutical  officer,  Gwynedd 
(principal  pharmacist,  Caernarvonshire  &  Angle- 
sey General  Hospital,  Bangor).  Senior  pharma- 
cist, Barnet  General  Hospital  1954-56,  chief 
pharmacist,  Acton  Hospital  1956-61,  chief  pharma- 
cist, St  Olave's  Hospital  (Guy's  Teaching  Group) 
1961-70.  group  pharmacist,  Caernarvonshire  & 
Anglesey  HMC.  1970-74.  Locum  tenens  work  in 
general  practice.  Secretary,  London  Branch,  Guild 
of  Hospital  Pharmacists,  1963-66.  Former  member. 
Caernarvonshire  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  Chair- 
man, Caernarvonshire,  Anglesey  &  Colwyn  Bay 
Branch  of  the  Society  1972-74.  Chairman, 
Society's  Gwynedd  Branch  1974-75.  Chairman  of 
a  bilingual  campaign  in  Caernarvonshire.  Angle- 
sey and  Colwyn  Bay  for  collection  and  destruc- 
tion of  unwanted  drugs  1974.  Member,  Gwynedd 
Area  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  chairman, 
Gwynedd  Area  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  Mem- 
ber, scientific  committee,  Gwynedd  Technical 
College.  Secretary,  Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee. Member,  Rhanbarth  Cymru  Committee. 
Mr  Alan  E.  Brooks,  Porthcawl.  Qualified  1964. 
Proprietor  pharmacist,  following  experience  in 
industry  and  managerial  posts  in  general  practice. 
Committee  member,  Ogwr  Branch  of  the  Society, 
being  chairman  1972-73.  Branch  representative  on 
Rhanbarth  de  Cymru  1973-75.  Member,  Rhanbarth 
Cymru  Committee  since  its  formation  in  1968. 
Committee  member,  Mid-Glamergan  Branch, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union. 
Mr  David  G.  Burt,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1955.  Pro- 
prietor pharmacist.  following  experience  in 
hospital,  retail  and  industrial  pharmacy.  Chair- 
man, Chelsea  Pharmaceutical  Students  Associa- 
tion. Past  member,  vice-chairman  and  chairman 
of  Cardiff  Branch  of  the  Society,  currently  branch 
vice-chairman.  Past  member,  secretary,  and  vice- 
chairman  NPU  Cardiff  Branch,  currently  branch 
chairman.  Past  member,  Rhanbarth  de  Cymru 
since  1970,  deputy  chairman,  1973-75,  current 
deputy  chairman.  Member,  former  Cardiff  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee.  Member,  South 
Glamorgan  Area  Chemist  Contractors  Committee. 
Past  secretary,  former  City  of  Cardiff  Drug 
Liaison  Committee. 

Professor  Adrian  M.  Cook,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1939. 
Head,  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of 
Wales  Institute  of  Science  and  Technology. 
Author  of  numerous  papers  and  reviews  on 
pharmaceutical  matters.  Research  supervisor  for 
s'udents  reading  higher  degrees  in  pharma- 
ceutics involving  cemmunity  pharmacy.  Major  part 
of  working  life  in  academic  pharmacy.  Burroughs 
Research  Scholarship  in  Pharmacy,  1939,  work- 
ing in  the  City  of  Cardiff  Technical  College.  Head. 
School  of  Pharmacy,  since  1967.  Former  member 


Hospital  Advisory  Committee,  South  Eastern 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  also  Roxburgh,  Berwick 
and  Selkirk  Executive  Council,  and  was  LPC 
chairman.  Member,  National  Consultative  Com- 
mittee for  Pharmacy.  Co-opted  to  E/ecutive  in 
1974.  At  present  secretary,  Borders  APC,  and  co- 
opted  member.  ACCC;  chairman,  Scottish  Borders 
Branch. 

Mr  James  Stewart,  FPS,  Glasgow.  Qualified  1942. 
Served  in  Royal  Navy  lor  five  years;  since  then 
has  been  a  general  practice  proprietor  in  Glas- 
gow. Executive  member  since  1967  and  past 
chairman.  Past  chairman,  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Branch,  and  past  president,  Glasgow 
Pharmacy  Club.  Member,  Greater  Glasgow  APC. 
Member,  National  Consultative  Committee  for 
Pharmacy  and  Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr  Ian  Scott  Swanson,  Edinburgh.  Qualified  1959. 
Apprenticeship  in  general  practice.  Awarded 
associateship  in  applied  pharmacy,  Heriot-Watt 
College,  in  1960  after  one  year's  postgraduate 
study;  appointed  demonstrator,  Heriot-Watt  phar- 
macy department,  in  1960,  and  lecturer  in  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry  a  year  later,  which  position  he 
still  holds.  Committee  member.  Edinburgh  and 
Lothians  Branch,  since  1967  and  currently 
chairman. 

Mr  John  Thomson,  FPS,  Leven.  Qualified  1933. 
Proprietor  pharmacist.  Executive  member  since 
1968.  Committee  member,  Fife  Branch,  since  its 
formation  in  1961  and  chairman  1967-9.  LPC 
member  1962-74  and  vice-chairman  in  1973.  Mem- 
ber, Fife  APC;  at  present  vice-chairman. 


of  following  local  branch  committees:  West  Kent 
1954;  North  East  Metropolitan  1954-68;  Cardiff 
1968-69;  currently  member,  Rhanbarth  Cymru 
Committee.  Founder  member  Pharmaceutical 
Group,  Royal  Society  of  Health  and  former  chair- 
man of  the  Group;  elected  to  the  Council  of  that 
Society  and  in  1973  chairman  of  the  Council. 
First  chairman,  Rhanbarth  de  Cymru.  Member. 
National  Biological  Standards  Board,  and 
Pharmaceutical  Advisory  Committee.  Welsh  Office. 
Mr  Dengar  R.  Evans,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1933,  at 
Welsh  College  of  Pharmacy,  Cardiff.  Proprietor 
pharmacist  in  Trethomas,  Gwent,  following  exper- 
ience as  employee  pharmacist  in  various  tra- 
ditional pharmacies,  industry  and  commerce. 
Past  vice-chairman.  Cardiff  Branch,  NPU.  and 
delegate  to  several  national  conferences.  Past 
chairman,  Cardiff  and  District  Branch  of  the 
Society,  and  past  chairman,  former  Newpcrt  and 
Monmouthshire  Branch.  Past  member,  until  re- 
organisation, of  Newport  and  Monmouthshire 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists  Contractors  Committee. 
A!  present  member,  Mid-Glamorgan  LPC;  chair- 
man, Mid-Glamorgan  APC;  chairman,  All  Wales 
Pharmaceutical  Committee.  In  public  service  has 
contested  two  parliamentary  elections;  member, 
Cardiff  City  Council  for  several  years,  member, 
Health  Committee  on  that  Authority;  lecturer  on 
various  topics  for  YMCA  Adult  Educational  Sec- 
tion; past  member  before  re-organisation  of  three 
hospital  house  committees;  past  member,  Uni- 
versity Court  of  University  of  Wales. 
Mr  William  A.  Evans,  Dyfed.  Qualified  1940.  Gen- 
eral practice  pharmacist.  Director.  Swansea 
Wholesale  Chemists  Ltd;  past  chairman.  Society's 
Carmarthenshire  Branch.  Carmarthenshire  Execu- 
tive Council,  and  Carmarthenshire  Pharmaceutical 
Committee.  Vice-chairman,  Dyfed  Area  Health 
Authority.  Member,  Whitley  Council  Committee  A. 
Mr  V'lain  Fenton-May,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1972. 
Principal  pharmacist,  quality  control,  with  an  all- 
Wales  responsibility.  Past  vice-president,  sub- 
sequently president.  British  Pharmaceutical 
Students  Association.  Committee  member. 
Society's  Cardiff  and  District  Branch  1974-76. 
Chairman,  South  Wales  section,  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  1975-76,  1976-77. 

Mr  Jack  Fogg,  FPS,  Colwyn  Bay.  Qualified  1936. 
Served  apprenticeship  in  retail  followed  by  manu- 
facturing experience.  Hospital  pharmacist  of  wide 
experience  including  London  teaching  hospitals 
group  pharmacist.  Present  post  joint  area  pharma- 
ceutical officer,  Clwyd  and  Gwynedd.  Member. 
Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists,  representing  Liver- 
pool Area  on  many  occasions.  Past  chairman  and 
hospital  member.  Debigh  &  Flint  (now  Clwyd) 
Chemist  Contractors  Committee  for  15  years 
representing  them  at  national  conferences.  Branch 
secretary.  Clwyd  North,  for  eight  years  represent- 
ing the  branch  at  national  meetings  during  that 
period.  Current  member.  Welsh  Area  Pharma- 
ceutical Officers  Committee,  and  Educaticn  sub- 
committee of  Welsh   Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
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Regular  contributor  to  professional  and  technical 
pharmaceutical,  medical,  and  nursing  journals. 
Mr  William  S.  Francis,  Swansea.  Qualified  1938 
from  Society's  College,  Bloomsbury  Square.  Pro- 
prietor pharmacist  and  director  of  Swansea  Whole- 
sale Chemists  Ltd.  Past  treasurer  and  chairman, 
Swansea  and  West  Glamorgan  Branch.  Chairman, 
Glamorgan  Pharmaceutical  Committee  1973-74. 
Vice-chairman,  West  Glamorgan  Contractors  Com- 
mittee. Member,  Welsh  Central  Pharmaceutical 
Committee. 

Mr  Kenneth  M.  Green,  Llandrindod  Wells.  Quali- 
fied 1939.  Hospital  pharmacist,  Pen-y-Fal  Hospital, 
Abergavenny,  following  managerial  experience  in 
general  practice  pharmacy,  and  proprietor  phar- 
macist for  20  years.  Former  secretary  and  chair- 
man, Society's  Wolverhampton  Branch.  Former 
chairman,  Wolverhamtpon  NPU  Branch.  Former 
member,  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  Council 
serving  on  health,  education,  water,  establish- 
ment and  other  committees;  also  served  on 
various  service  committees. 

Mr  John  3.  Hough,  FPS,  Aberaeron.  Qualified 
1940.  Relief  manager  in  general  practice  phar- 
macy (Boots),  following  long  experience  in  hos- 
pital pharmacy,  and  proprietor  pharmacist  for  12 
years.  Past  positions  held:  chairman,  Society's 
Monmouthshire  and  Newport  (now  Gwent)  Branch; 
secretary,  chairman  and  founder  member,  South 
Wales  Branch  of  former  Guild  of  Public  Pharma- 
cists. Secretary  and  chairman,  Cardiganshire 
Pharmaceutical  Committee.  Member,  Standing 
Pharmaceutical  Advisory  Committee.  Member, 
former  subcommittee  of  Central  Health  Services 
Council  reporting  on  the  hospital  pharmaceutical 
service  under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir  Hugh 
Unstead,  1955.  Current  positions:  member,  Rhan- 
barth Cymru;  secretary,  Dyfed  ACCC;  chairman, 
Dyfed  Pharmaceutical  Committee;  member  Welsh 
Pharmaceutical  Committee;  vice-chairman  and 
treasurer,  Society's  Ceredigion  Branch. 
Mr  Robert  T.  Hughes-Jones,  Llanrwst.  Qualified 
1966.  Employee  manager  in  general  practice  in  a 
predominantly  Welsh  speaking  rural  area.  Mem- 
ber, Gwynedd  ACCC,  since  1973.  Member, 
Gwynedd  Rural  Dispensing  Committee.  Member, 
rural  dispensing  subcommittee,  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee. 
Mr  Alwyn  R.  Jenkins,  FPS,  Swansea.  Qualified 
1938.  General  practice  pharmacist.  Served  for  21 
years  on  committee  of  Society's  Swansea  Branch, 
being  chairman  in  1945  and  1965.  Represented 
branch  on  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
Committee,  Cardiff,  1965.  Member,  1968-73, 
Glantawe  Hospital  Management  Committee  and 
chairman,  house  committee  of  Morriston  Group  of 
Hospitals,  1968-73.  Hospital  interests  over  21 
years  include:  area  chairman,  Swansea  and  West 
Glamorgan  Area  Committee  of  Leagues  of  Hos- 
pital Friends;  chairman,  Clydach  Hospital  League 
of  Friends.  Founder  director  and  vice-chairman, 
Swansea  Wholesale  Chemists  Ltd. 
Mr  Peter  Jenkins,  Abercynon.  Qualified  1961. 
Proprietor  pharmacist,  following  managerial  exper- 
ience in  London  and  Cardiff.  Founder  and  editor, 
Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Students  Association  maga- 
zine. Past  secretary,  Aberdare  and  Merthyr  Branch 
of  Society,  past  secretary,  Aberdare,  Merthyr  and 
Rhondda  Branch  of  Society,  present  chairman, 
Mid-Glamorgan  East  Branch  of  Society.  Present 
vice-chairman,  Mid-Glamorgan  NPU  Branch.  Mem- 
ber, Institute  of  Pharmacy  Management,  by 
publication;  member,  ASTMS;  member,  Wales 
Regional  Committee  of  Unichem.  Secretary, 
Rhanbarth  De  Cymru  on  its  foundation  and  former 
chairman;  presently  chairman  of  Rhanbarth 
Cymru. 

Mr  Thomas  H.  John,  Goodwick.  Qualified  1949. 
Chairman,  Pembrokeshire  (Penfro)  Branch  since 
1973  and  former  secretary.  Member,  former  Rhan- 
barth De  Cymru;  now  member,  Rhanbarth  Cymru. 
Member,  Dyfed  ACCC. 

Mr  Clive  Jones,  Pontypridd.  Qualified  1967  from 
the  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy.  Hospital  pharma- 
cist following  experience  in  retail.  Pharmaceutical 
officer,  East  Glamorgan  Health  District.  Member, 
Mid-Glamorgan     Area     Hospital  Pharmaceutical 


Committee,  Area  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  and 
South  Wales  Branch  of  Guild  of  Hospital  Pharma- 
cists/ASTMS  Committee.  Past  secretary,  quality 
control  subcommittee,  Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee. Currently  secretary,  South  Wales  Branch, 
ASTMS  Advisory  Committee. 

Mr  Roy  Jones,  Sarn,  Mid-Glamorgan.  Qualified 
1957.  Superintendent  pharmacist  in  general  prac- 
tice. Chairman,  Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Students 
Association,  1955-56.  Member,  Cardiff  Branch 
Committee  1959-60;  member  Cardiff  LPC  1950. 
Chairman,  Mid-Glamorgan  Branch  1966-67,  Com- 
mittee member  until  1975.  Member,  Ogwr  Branch 
Committee  since  1975.  Member,  Glamorgan  LPC 
1972-74.  Member,  Bro  Morgannwg  Hospital  Man- 
agement Committee,  1972-74,  and  vice-chairman 
of  a  house  committee.  Secretary,  local  com- 
mittee of  Blood  Transfusion  Service  since  1965. 
Chairman,  Mid-Glamorgan  ACCC,  since  1974. 
Chairman,  Mid-Glamorgan  NPU  Branch,  since 
1974.  Member,  Mid-Glamorgan  FPC,  and  of  its 
Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee,  since 
1974.  Deputy  chairman,  Rhanbarth  De  Cymru, 
1971-73;  secretary  1973-75.  Secretary,  Rhanbarth 
Cymru  since  1975;  member,  education  and  train- 
ing subcommittee,  Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee since  1974. 

Mr  Leslie  Kaye,  FPS,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1944. 
Proprietor  pharmacist.  Present  chairman,  South 
Glamorgan  ACCC,  having  occupied  the  office 
since  its  inception  in  1974.  Member,  South 
Glamorgan  FPC  and  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Committee.  Member,  South  Glamorgan  APC.  Past 
chairman,  Cardiff  Branch,  NPU;  past  chairman 
and  secretary,  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Committee, 
and  member,  Cardiff  Executive  Council  until  its 
cessation  in  1974.  Representative  on  caretaker 
Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Committee  and  later  elec- 
ted to  the  Committee. 

Mr  William  T.  Lewis,  Newport,  Gwent.  Qualified 
1938.  Retired  manager  of  general  practice  phar- 
macy (Boots).  Member,  Gwent  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  since  1957,  Service  Committee  mem- 
ber 5  years,  Joint  Service  Committee  5  years, 
chairman  1969-71,  currently  secretary  since  1971. 
Past  president,  Gwent  Branch  of  the  Society 
1968-69.  Currently  part-time  lecturer  in  practice 
of  pharmacy  at  UWIST  since  1968  and  serving 
full  time  relief  management  duties  in  Gwent. 
Mr  Anthony  J.  McDermott,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1964. 
Employee  pharmacist  engaged  in  general  practice 
pharmacy  administration.  Awarded  MPharm  for 
studies  in  community  pharmacy  in  1974.  Secre- 
tary, 1972-74,  and  chairman,  1974-75,  of  Cardiff 
and  South  Glamorgan  Branch  of  the  Society. 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Metcalfe,  FPS,  Newport.  Qualified 
1933.  General  practice  pharmacist.  Former  secre- 
tary and  chairman,  Society's  Monmouthshire  and 
Newport  (now  Gwent)  Branch  and  founder  branch 
representative  on  former  Rhanbarth  De  Cymru 
Committee.  Chairman,  Rhanbarth  De  Cymru 
1970-72,  and  currently  serving  on  Rhanbarth 
Cymru  Committee.  Current  chairman,  Gwent 
ACCC  and  the  Gwent  APC. 


Mr  Ian  Phillips,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1962.  Pro- 
prietor pharmacist.  Secretary,  Cardiff  Branch  of 
Society  1970-72;  vice-chairman  1972-73;  chairman 
1973-74.  Currently  member,  Cardiff  and  South 
Glamorgan  Branch,  since  1974.  Member,  Mid- 
Glamorgan  ACCC. 

Mrs  Marion  Rawlings,  FPS,  Cardiff.  Qualified 
1950.  Proprietor  pharmacist.  Secretary,  South 
Glamorgan  ACCC  and  its  Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vices Committee.  Area  representative,  Welsh  Cen- 
tral Pharmaceutical  Committee.  Secretary,  Car- 
diff LPC,  and  member,  Cardiff  Executive  Council, 
prior  to  NHS  re-organisation.  Past  chairman, 
secretary  and  currently  Committee  member, 
Cardiff  NPU  Branch,  and  Committee  member, 
Society's  Cardiff  Branch.  Vice-chairman  and 
immediate  past  chairman,  South  Glamorgan  APC. 
Co-founder  and  past  secretary,  Cardiff  Branch. 
National  Association  of  Women  Pharmacists,  and 
has  served  on  the  National  Executive  of  that 
Association. 

Mr  William  J.  Ridgway,  Wrexham.  Qualified  1965. 
Engaged  in  retail  pharmacy.  Lecturer,  Chester 
College  of  Further  Education,  on  the  practical 
section  of  City  and  Guilds  dispensing  assistants 
course,  and  currently  acting  as  visiting  examiner 
for  practical  section  of  the  final  examination. 
Secretary  and  treasurer,  South  Clwyd  Branch, 
since  1972  and  also  careers  officer  for  the 
Branch.  Representative,  Clwyd  Branch,  on  Rhan- 
barth de  Cymru,  and  currently  on  Rhanbarth 
Cymru.  Secretary,  NPU  Denbighshire  and  Flint- 
shire Branch.  Member,  Clwyd  ACCC,  and  hours  of 
service  subcommittee,  Clwyd  FPC. 
Mr  Terence  D.  Turner,  Cardiff.  Qualified  1955. 
Senior  lecturer,  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy, 
following  experience  in  general  and  hospital 
practice  pharmacy.  Formerly  examiner  to  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain;  examiner  to 
University  of  Wales  degree  of  BPharm,  and  MSc, 
in  pharmaceutical  sciences.  Executive  member, 
British  Society  for  the  History  of  Pharmacy  and 
member,  Welsh  Society  History  of  Medicine, 
American  Society  of  Pharmacognosy,  and  Phyto- 
chemical  Society.  Author  of  numerous  papers 
on  pharmaceutical  research  and  of  two  text 
books  on  pharmaceutical  subjects.  Past  chair- 
man and  secretary,  Cardiff  Branch  of  the  Society; 
present  vice-chairman  and  press  officer,  Society's 
Cardiff  and  South  Glamorgan  Branch.  Former 
member,  Rhanbarth  de  Cymru  Committee,  and 
regional  careers  officer.  Member,  British  Pharma- 
copoeal  Committee  15.  Consultant  Advisor  to 
Welsh  Office  and  Welsh  Hospital  Technical  Ser- 
vices Organisation.  Member,  All-Wales  Surgical 
Dressings  Committee.  Member,  quality  assurance 
and  control  subcommittee  of  Welsh  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee. 

Mr  John  F.  H.  Williams,  Brynawr,  Gwent.  Quali- 
fied 1958.  Proprietor  pharmacist  following  exper- 
ience in  retail  and  hospital  pharmacy.  Member 
for  5  years  of  the  former  Breconshire  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  and  3  years  on  former 
Breconshire  Executive  Committee. 


Modernisation  of  Leadbitter  &  Son,  Sunderland.  The  total  floor  area  of  1,200  sq  ft  has 
been  divided  into  four  side  wall  bays  for  men's  cosmetics,  ladies'  cosmetics  and  a 
double  bay  to  the  rear  for  medical  and  surgical  goods.  Ceiling-height  wall  units, 
spotlights  and  louvres  in  the  centre  of  the  shop  complete  the  picture.  Shopfitters 
Dollar-Rae  Ltd,  371  Eglinton  Street,  Glasgow,  say  the  modernisation  resulted  in  a 
dramatic  increase  in  turnover,  achieved  in  a  professional  atmosphere 
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the  key to 
solve  your  -  problems 

Olney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  olney  bros  ltd. 
jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

5417-9 


name  &  address 


Mr 


EXPORT 

^  OFFERS  YOU 

comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
container  and  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays,  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA. 
BOTB,  CAN,  ECGB,  THE,  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700 pages 210  <  143  mm  £10.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  125  High  Street  ColliersWood 
London  SW1  9  2JN  Tel :  01  -542  8575 


The  British  Public 
isn't  happy  about  the  seating 

arrangements  in  many 
planes,  trains  and  restaurants. 


So  we've  introduced  antiseptic  Lavatory  Seat  Wipes. 

Each  pack  contains  10  bactericide-impregnated  tissues 
individually  sealed  foil  sachets. 

They're  non-irritant,  non-t 
toxic  and  non-staining. 
Among  the  travelling  hygiene- 
minded  British  public  they 
will  be  catching  on  fast. 

SAFESEAT 

Lavatory  Seat  Wipes 

'OTTER  &  CLARKE  LTD,  WARLINGHAM,  SURREY. 
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RIDD0BR0N .. 

for  asthma  — 

the  effective  INHALANT 

used  with  confidence  by 

asthma  sufferers  over  many 

years 


RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  offer  a 

complete  range  of  ASTHMA 
PRODUCTS  and  INHALERS. 

Remember  RIDDELL  for  the 

treatment  of  asthma  and 
bronchitis 

RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  LTD 

RIDDELL  HOUSE, 

10-14  DUNBRIDGE  STREET, 

LONDON  E2. 

Telephone:  01-739  7254/5/6. 
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Co-op  chemists'  turnover 
up  22  per  cent 

National  Co-operative  Chemist  Ltd  turn- 
over has  increased  by  22  per  cent  to 
£5  4m.  Mr  E.  E.  Stephens,  chairman,  told 
the  annual  meeting  on  May  5  that  after 
distributing  £81,000  to  members  in  divi- 
dend stamps  and  share  and  loan  interests, 
a  surplus  of  £87,000  had  been  added  to 
reserves.  The  surplus  had  been  achieved 
after  charging  an  extra  £86,000  for  addi- 
tional depreciation  and  increased  holiday 
pay  and  taxation  provision. 

Further  rationalisation  had  resulted  in 
the  disposal  of  branches  which  could  not 
be  operated  profitably  and  a  programme 
of  major  improvements  continued.  The 
Society  had  taken  over  eight  pharmacies 
from  the  Birkenhead  Society  and  six  from 
the  Oldham  Society;  those  acquisitions 
were  expected  to  add  a  furiher  £800,000  to 
the  Society's  turnover  in  a  full  year.  The 
Society  now  operates  90  pharmacies  and 
the  subsidiary  company  operates  nine 
health  and  beauty  outlets. 

Mr  Stephens  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  amount  owing  to  the  Society  by  the 
National  Health  Service  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  £432,000,  an  increase  of  32  per 
cent  over  the  previous  year,  and  although 
the  Department  of  Health  had  taken  steps 
to  pay  accounts  more  promptly,  their 
efforts  had  not  had  a  significant  affect  in 
improving  the  cash  flow  problems. 
□  Chemist  and  photographic  goods 
accounted  for  some  £25m  of  a  total 
£l,544m  co-operative  society  sales  in 
1975,  according  to  figures  in  the  latest 
issue  of  Retail  Business.  The  report,  on 
co-operative  societies,  expects  sales  in  the 
sector  to  advance  by  10  per  cent  this  year. 

Optrex  start  move  to 
Basingstoke 

Optrex  Ltd  plan  to  have  completed  the 
first  stage  of  their  move  to  Basingstoke  on 
Monday.  By  then  the  managing  director's 
office,  the  sales  and  marketing  functions 


for  both  home  and  international  trade  and 
part  of  administration  will  have  moved. 

As  far  as  the  trade  are  concerned,  the 
main  effect  will  not  be  felt  directly  until 
October  when  order  processings  and  ac- 
counts will  be  relocated.  The  move  to 
Basingstoke  will  be  completed  in  December 
with  the  transfer  of  the  general  manager, 
buying  and  production  control  sections. 

The  move  is  part  of  corporate  develop- 
ment which  Optrex  have  been  following 
since  the  acquisition  of  the  company  by 
Hoechst  (UK)  Ltd  and  Roussell  Labora- 
tories Ltd.  The  manufacturing  function  has 
now  almost  totally  been  moved  across  to 
contracted  suppliers  and  manufacturing  is 
now  in  the  course  of  being  run  down  at 
Greenford.  Quality  and  production  control 
functions  still  rest  with  Optrex  however, 
and  the  contractors  for  the  eye  care  pro- 
ducts are  Roussell  Laboratories  who  will 
manufacture  at  their  factory  in  Swindon. 
Product  development  work  will  be  con- 
tinued from  Basingstoke.  A  general  running 
down  of  the  Greenford  warehouse  and  a 
development  of  the  new  facilities  in 
Basingstoke  will  commence  in  the  early 
part  of  1977. 

Optrex  Ltd's  new  address  is :  City  Wall 
House,  Basing  View,  Basingstoke,  Hants 
RG21  2.IP,  telephone  0256-57272. 

Westons  begin  search  for 
2,000  sq  ft  stores 

An  active  search  has  started  for  suitable 
sites  of  over  2,000  sq  ft  for  new  branches 
of  Westons,  following  the  merger  with 
Dixons  Photographic. 

That  is  revealed  in  the  latest  issue  of 
Weston  Pharmaceuticals  staff  magazine 
Ad  Lib.  which  adds  that  a  major  pro- 
gramme of  refits  is  underway,  with  Dixons 
lending  support.  The  article  also  traces 
developments  since  the  merger,  including 
a  strengthened,  re-shaped,  marketing  de- 
partment moving  to  Edgware  where  it  will 
enjoy  access  to  Dixon's  back-up  facilities. 
A  cost  and  pricing  section  is  to  be 
established  at  Sheffield  to  control  Westons 
selling  prices  and  facilities  for  the  distri- 
bution of  display  material  and  point  of 
sale  aids  from  Sheffield  are  being  improved. 

The  first  transferee  from  the  Dixon  to 
W  eston  team  is  Mr  Gerry  Bass,  who 
becomes  marketing  group  manager  for 
photo,  audio  and  electrical  goods.  The 
article  also  records  that  Mr  Ralph  Weston, 
who  was  appointed  to  the  main  Dixon 
board   following   the   merger,   has  been 


New  offices  for 
Optrex  Ltd  at 
Basingstoke.  The 
company  are 
moving  to  the 
building  in  stages, 
with  the  first  parts 
expected  to  be 
completed  on 
Monday  (see  story 
above) 
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elected  a  Fellow  of  the  British  Institute  of 
Management. 

A  new  feature  of  Westons  policy  is  an 
"everyday  low  prices"  scheme.  Prices  of 
over  400  top  branded  lines  have  been 
reduced  to  a  new  lower  level.  Special 
merchandising  kits,  display  material  and 
price  cards  are  in  use  in  Weston  branches 
stressing  that  the  company's  prices  are 
good  everyday. 

ICI  to  raise  £200m  for 
'general  development' 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd  is  pro- 
posing to  raise  about  £200m  through  a 
rights  issue  of  ordinary  shares.  The  pro- 
ceeds will  be  used  for  the  general 
development  of  the  group,  whose  capital 
programme  has  involved  the  investment  of 
some  £900m  during  the  past  two  years, 
with  a  further  £700m  required  for  the 
current  year.  In  all,  a  grand  total  of 
61,758,103  new  ordinary  shares  of  £1  each 
will  be  offered  at  330p  per  share. 

The  group's  unaudited  pretax  profits 
have  increased  to  £115m  in  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year  compared  with  £73m 
for  the  same  period  last  year  and  £32 lm 
for  the  whole  of  1975.  Sales  amounted  to 
£936m  (£749m  first  quarter  1975).  The 
board  expects  dividends  for  1976  of 
14-78035p  net  per  share  (22-739p  gross), 
including  the  shares  now  being  issued  and 
representing  an  increase  of  25  per  cent. 

Briefly 

The  business  of  Mr  John  Skinner,  MPS, 
High  Street,  Chatteris,  Cambridgeshire,  has 
been  acquired  by  Cross  &  Herbert  Ltd, 
following  Mr  Skinner's  retirement. 
The  pharmacy  of  G.  W.  Griffiths,  Wim- 
bourne  Road,  Kinson,  Bournemouth,  was 
taken  over  on  May  17,  by  a  partnership 
comprising  of  Messrs  J.  A.  Leach,  MPS, 
and  E.  M.  Thornton,  MPS.  The  shop  will 
be  managed  by  Mr  P.  J.  Clark,  BSc,  MPS. 
The  Bushey  Mill  Lane,  Watford,  phar- 
macy of  J.  H.  Shim  well  Ltd  has  been  sold 
to  Mr  D.  M.  Blake,  MPS,  from  May  20. 
Accounts  and  correspondence  concerning 
the  pharmacy  before  that  date  should  be 
sent  to  the  company's  principal  pharmacy 
at  61  High  Street,  Abbots  Langley,  Herts. 
Mrs  Shirley  Williams,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection,  has 
decided,  on  information  presently  before 
her,  not  to  refer  the  Metal  Box  Ltd/ 
Venesta  International  Packaging  Ltd 
merger  to  the  Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Fair  Trading  Act  1973. 

Appointments 

Rimmsl    International    Ltd:    Mr   F.  M. 

Littlewood  has  been  appointed  UK  sales 
director,  and  Mr  Harold  Skelton  UK 
merchandising  manager. 
G.  O.  Woodward  &  Co  Ltd  have  appointed 
Mr  Walter  O'Connell  marketing  director. 
He  also  joins  the  associate  company, 
Blakoe  Ltd,  in  a  similar  capacity. 
Lilia-White  (Sales)  Ltd:  Mr  Keith  Scrivens 
has  been  appointed  product  manager,  new 
developments.  He  has  been  with  the  com- 
pany for  eight  years  and  was  previously 
product  manager  for  Panty  Pads.  At  the 
same  time  Fenella  Wronska  has  joined 
Lilia-White  as  product  manager,  Panty 
Pads ;  she  was  previously  with  Unilever. 
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Chesterfield's  sad  news 

How  sad  are  the  recent  events  at  Chester- 
field. That  at  a  time  when  pharmacy 
faces  closure  due  to  changes  in  shopping 
patterns,  changes  in  the  distribution  of 
medical  practices  into  health  centres — yes 
even  rural  dispensing — a  group  of  our 
colleagues  should  be  frittering  away  their 
time  and  energy  squabbling.  Not  really,  I 
trust,  over  whether  their  own  work  will 
stand  the  test  of  the  analyst — but  whether 
or  not  the  work  of  others  should  be 
similarly  checked  (last  week  p697). 

Of  course  I  agree  that,  where  practic- 
able, dispensing  doctors  should  be  tested 
too.  I  do  not  accept  recent  Department  of 
Health  statements  that  it  is  not  practicable 
so  to  do.  Except  in  the  case  of  the  "'capita- 
tion fee  doctor"  it  would  be  possible  and 
should  be  done.  It  is  in  the  public  interest 
so  to  do,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  and  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  have  repeatedly 
said  so. 

The  crusading  Mr  Armstrong  of  Chester- 
field, however,  now  resigns  from  his  NPU 
secretaryship  and  declares  his  intention  of 
starting  Lip  a  branch  of  ASTMS,  and  for 
why?  Because  he  feels  that  none  of  the 
major  problems  facing  our  profession  can 
be  resolved  if  dispensing  doctors  don't 
have  drug  tests  taken! 

Not  only  that,  but  the  ubiquitous  Mr 
Blum — fresh  from  his  outstanding  disasters 
as  the  instigator  of  the  ill-fated  Chemists 
Action  Group  which  fell  flat  on  its  face — 
a  founder  member  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses of  the  pharmacy  section  of  the 
Socialist  Medical  Association,  the 
nationalisation  plans  of  which  he  now 
finds  it  expedient  to  disown  entirely — and 
now  secretary  of  the  so-called  "general 
practice  section  of  ASTMS" — is  chosen  by 
Mr  Armstrong  as  his  champion! 

Obvious  aims 

Poor  Mr  Armstrong,  poor  Chesterfield. 
Mr  Blum  has  an  impressive  list  of  aims 
he  intends  to  achieve  for  pharmacy — he 
has  had  some  of  them  throughout  his 
career — and  most  of  those  he  talks  about 
are  the  obvious  aspirations  of  any  pharma- 
cist. Now  Mr  Blum  seeks  converts  for  his 
ASTMS  adventure  by  promising  to 
"vigorously  attack  the  Drug  Testing 
Scheme"  as  well  as  his  promises  already 
published  to  achieve  all  things  for  all  men 
in  pharmacy.  We  can  only  hope  he  doesn't 
create  the  unfortunate  impression  that  we 
have  no  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  our 
own  dispensing,  in  his  efforts  to  ensure 
equal  inspection  of  the  doctors. 

1  am  afraid  that  Mr  Blum  together  with 
Mr  Armstrong  and  his  handful  of  Chester- 
field ASTMS  converts  are  in  for  nothing 
but  disappointment  in  this  singularly  mis- 
guided and  wasted  effort.  Indeed  it  will 
surprise   me   not   one   bit   if  the  much 


vaunted  ASTMS  "deputation  to  the 
minister"  on  NHS  contractual  matters  does 
not,  in  fact,  materialise  at  all.  Certainly 
it  would  be  politically  highly  irregular  if 
not  downright  unconstitutional  if  they 
were  officially  received  in  this  way. 

The  reluctance  of  ASTMS/GPP  to  pub- 
lish its  membership  figures  and  the 
extreme  rarity  of  pharmacists  even  contem- 
plating the  idea  of  joining  bears  witness 
to  one  very  reassuring  fact — that  the  vast 
majority  of  pharmacists  are  distinctly  un- 
impressed by  all  this  "baying  at  the  moon", 
especially  when  the  person  doing  the 
baying  is  none  other  than  our  Mr  Blum. 

There  are  very  many  far  more  important 
issues  than  the  Drug  Testing  Scheme,  Mr 
Armslrong,  to  which  we  would  be  far 
better  advised  to  bend  our  united  pharma- 
ceutical efforts.  Mr  Blum  can  take  his 
AST M S / Trojan / GPP  horse  back  to  the 
SMA  stables  just  as  soon  as  he  likes! 

R.  G.  Worby 
Woodford  Green,  Essex 

Midstream  politics 

David  Coleman  almost  leaves  me  speech- 
less with  dismay  if  he  really  "holds  out 
little  hope  that  pharmacy  would  come  out 
of  the  'standstill'  any  better  off  than  when 
it  went  in"  (C&D,  May  I,  p635).  This 
defeatist  attitude  on  the  part  of  one  of  our 

V\festminster 
report 


List  of  powerful  new 
drugs  requested 

Mr  Michael  Thomas — who  proposed  the 
private  member's  Bill  to  restrict  right  of 
doctors  to  prescribe  (last  week,  p720) — 
asked  if  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Services  would  consider  asking  the  Medi- 
cines Commission  to  draw  up  a  list  of 
new  drugs,  known  to  have  powerful  effects 
or  side  effects,  and  make  regulations  that 
doctors  may  not  prescribe  such  drugs  on 
repeat  prescriptions  for  more  than  a 
specified  period. 

In  his  reply,  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister 
of  State  for  Health,  pointed  out  that  any 
risks  and  appropriate  warnings  such  as 
duration  of  treatment  were  specified  in 
the  product's  data  sheet.  Doctors  were 
also  made  aware  of  risks  and  side  effects 
through  the  British  National  Formulary, 
and  another  source  of  such  information 
was  the  professional  literature. 

Following  the  report  of  the  Hinchliffe 
Committee  in  I960,  Dr  Owen  went  on. 
doctors  were  advised  that  amounts  of 
drugs  to  be  ordered  on  one  prescription 
should  not  normally  exceed  one  week's 
supply  except  for  chronic  or  particular 
cases.  After  the  first  two  weeks  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  no  more  than  a  fortnight's  supply 
should  be  prescribed  at  any  one  time 
except  in  long  term  cases  such  as  dia- 
betes, epilepsy,  asthma  and  chronic 
bronchitis.  Doctors  were  being  reminded 
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key  negotiators  is  not,  I  hope,  repre- 
sentative of  our  approach  in  settling  the 
rural  issue. 

Can  we,  for  instance,  construe  from  Mr 
Coleman's  remarks  that  his  solution  at  the 
end  of  the  day  is  a  "permanent"  stand- 
Still?  Certainly  this  would  stop  the  trend 
of  doctor  dispensing  from  spreading  into 
surburban  and  urban  areas,  but  this  docs 
nothing  for  any  of  the  rural  pharmacies 
beset  with  the  problem.  I  would  suggest 
that  such  an  outcome  is  not  a  solution 
and  is  not  acceptable  even  as  a  last  resort. 

In  meeting  with  the  British  Medical 
Association  in  the  Clothier  committee  we 
have  pushed  the  boat  out  into  the  be- 
calmed waters  of  the  "standstill",  and  this 
sudden  and  unexpected  squall  of  mid- 
stream politics  from  Mr  Coleman  looks 
more  like  an  insane  attempt  to  pull  out 
the  plug  so  we  never  reach  the  other  side, 
rather  than  a  change  of  tack  to  gain  a 
more  favourable  position. 

Members  of  the  Clothier  committee, 
have  confidence  in  reaching  the  other  side! 
We  want  clear  progress,  and  every  pharma- 
cist in  rural  and  urban  general  practice 
will  respond  enthusiastically  to  implement 
whatever  additional  duties  your  lead  can 
bring. 

Remember,  there  is  no  rescue  craft  if 
our  present  boat  sinks.        Noel  Baumber 

Grantham 


of  those  recommendations  in  a  circular  to 
be  issued  in  connection  with  the  BNF. 

Mr  Thomas  also  asked  whether  steps 
would  be  taken  to  discourage  doctors  from 
signing  prescription  forms  "prior  to  their 
non-qualified  staff  completing  details  of 
the  drug  to  be  supplied"  and  what  was  the 
estimate  of  how  widespread  the  practice 
was.  Dr  Owen  replied:  "This  practice  is 
disallowed  under  the  general  practitioners' 
terms  of  service  and  I  don't  have  evidence 
of  it  taking  place." 

□  Asked  how  many  cases  of  thrombosis 
a  year  were  caused  by  oral  contraceptives, 
Dr  Owen  stated  that  the  results  of  the 
Royal  College  of  General  Practitioners 
report  suggest  the  additional  risk  from  oral 
contraceptives  would  be  about  0-24  per 
cent  of  cases  of  thrombosis  a  year.  On 
the  estimate  that  21m  women  in  the  UK 
were  using  the  "pill",  some  6,000  would 
be  expected  to  develop  thrombosis  each 
year  as  a  result  of  that  use,  but  about  40 
per  cent  of  those  would  have  thrombosis 
affecting  only  superficial  veins  in  the  leg. 

'Open  door'  on  VAT 

Mr  Robert  Sheldon,  Financial  Secretary, 
reassured  the  Commons  last  week  that  he 
would  continue  the  "open-door"  policy  in 
the  Treasury,  so  that  anyone  wanting  to 
make  representations  on  how  VAT  was 
affecting  their  own  particular  industry, 
employment  and  investment  could  have 
access  to  him  personally.  The  monitoring 
exercise  would  also  continue. 

An  Opposition  amendment  to  the 
Finance  Bill,  seeking  to  consolidate  the 
two  rates  of  VAT  into  a  standard  rate  of 
!0  per  cent  was  rejected  by  202  votes  to 
185.  A  further  amendment  to  raise  the 
limit  for  relief  on  retirement  annuity 
premiums  from  £2.250  to  £3.000  was 
rejected  by  124  votes  to  114. 

More  Westminster  News  on  p752 
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Market 
News 

Falling  £  hits  prices 

London,  May  18:  The  further  decline  in 
the  value  of  the  £  sterling  against  the  US 
dollar  and  other  major  currencies  during 
the  week  caused  sellers  to  increase  their 
quotations  across  the  board.  The  only 
crude  drugs  to  show  a  decline  were 
Canada  balsam,  senega  and  henbane. 
Those  marked  up  included  hydrastis, 
lemon  peel,  podophyllum,  lycopodium, 
cascara,  witchhazel  leaves  and  jalap.  In 
spices  ginger  and  pepper  remained  firm. 
Because  of  their  higher  price  Indian  aro- 
matic seeds  are  being  replaced  by  those 
from  Mediterranean  countries. 

Among  essential  oils  there  seemed  to 
be  some  easing  in  prices  at  origin  but 
any  advantage  to  buyers  was  likely  to  be 
lost  because  of  the  weak  pound. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals  were  mostly 
unchanged  on  the  week  but  quinidine  is 
reported  dearer. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  1,000  kg:  heavy 
£454;  light  £338. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  Pure  £1.5725 
kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Magnesium  hydroxide:  (metric  ton)  BPC  light 
£950;  28  per  cent  paste  £360. 

Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  1,000  kg  heavy  £1,304; 
light  £950. 

Magnesium  sulphate:   (ex-works,  per  metric  ton) 
BP  from   £78.00  metric  ton;   commercial  £64.00; 
exsiccated  £196.40. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £528  metric  ton. 
Paraffins:  Liquid  BP  heavy  £1.528  gal;  light  BPC 
£1.376   for   1-5   drum    lots;   technical   white  oils 
WA23   £1  269,   WA21    £1.217.    Petroleum   jelly  BP 
soft  white  £250.20;  yellow  BP  from  £190  to  £240 
as  to  grade  and  source. 
Quinidine  sulphate:  25-kg  lots  £140  kg. 
Quinine:    (25-kg    lots,   per   kg)    alkaloid  £89.55; 
bisulphate  £75.30;  dihydrochloride  £88.55;  hydro- 
chloride £88.55;  sulphate  £84.55. 
Saccharin:  BP  in  250  kg  lots  £3.40  kg;  sodium 
£3.10. 

Sodium  acid  phosphate:  BP  crystals  £0.9613  kg 
or  50-kg  lots. 

Sodium  benzoate:  BP,  500-kg  lots,  £0.4598  kg. 
Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £72.04    per    1,000  kg 
minimum  10-metric-ton  lots,  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £142  metric  ton. 
Sodium   chloride:    Vacuum   dried    in    10-tcn  lots 
£17.70  metric  ton,  delivered  London. 
Scdium  citrate:  From  £581  per  metric  ton  as  to 
maker.  Premium  for  powder  £12.00. 
Sodium  fluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.3071  kg. 
Sodium  gluconate:  Technical  £510  metric  ton. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  (BP  1975)  in  50-kg  lots 
£0.78  kg;  sticks   (BP  1958)  £2.92  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.8415  kg. 
Sodium   perborate:    (per   1,000   kg)  monohydrate 
£363;  tetrahydrate  £225. 

Sodium  percarbonate:  £304  per  metric  ten. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  Granular  £797  metric 
ton. 

Sodium  sulphite:  Crystals  £0.1578  kg  in  50-kg 
lots. 

Sodium  sulphate:  BP  crystals  per  metric  ton 
£84.60;  commercial  £31.00. 

Sodium  Ihiosulphate:  Photo  grade  £114.70  metric 
ton;  commercial  £109.25. 


Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish-Portuguese  £4.50  kg  spot. 
Aloes:  Cape  £0.99  kg  spot;  £0.97,  cif.  Curacao 
£1.40  spot  nominal;  no  shipment  offers. 
Balsams:  (kg)  Canada  £12.70  nominal;  £12.40,  cif 
for  shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.50  spot;  £1.45, 
cif.  Peru  £5.50  spot;  £5.50,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.20  spot. 
Belladonna:  (metric  ton)  Leaves  £1,550,  cif.  Herb 
£650,  cif.  Root  no  offers. 

Benzoin:  BP  £70.00  cwt  spot;  £66.00  to  £67.00, 
cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.35  kg  spot;  £2.10,  cif. 
Camphor:   Natural   powder,   £5.40  kg,  duty  paid. 
Synthetic  £0.65. 

Cardamoms:  (per  lb,  cif)  Alleppy  green  no  1 
£3.50;  prime  seeds  £3.50. 


Cascara:  £810  metric  ton  spot;  £690,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £665  metric  ton;  £655,  cif. 
Dandelion:    No    spot;    shipment    £0.99    kg,  cif 
nominal. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.53  kg  spot;  £1.52,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton,  cif)  Cochin  £830;  Jamaican  (spot) 
£1,000.  Nigerian  split  £450,  peeled  £545.  Sierra 
Leone  £660 

Henbane:  Niger  £890  metric  ton  spot;  £860,  cif. 
Hydrastis:   (kg)   £8.50  spot;  £8.30,  cif. 
Jalap:  Mexican  basis  15  per  cent,  £1.45,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracled  £1,250  metric  ton  spot; 
£1.200.  cif. 

Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian   £8.80   spot;    £8.55,  cif. 
Chinese  £9.65  in  bond;  shipment  £9.35,  cif. 
Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,000  ton,  fob. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  West  Indian  80's  £1,320, 
unassorted  £1,150;  defective  £1,000. 
Nux  Vomica:  £210  metric  ton  spot. 
Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black  £970  spot;  £885, 
cif,  white  £1,170;  shipment  £1,080,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £690  metric  ton,  cif. 
Pimento:  Mexican  2,300  US  dollars  ton,  cif. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  forward 
£450.     Caraway:     Dutch     £365.     Celery:  Indian 
£385.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £2.45.  Cumin:  Egyptian 
£500;    Turkish    £500.    Dill:    Indian    £190.  Fennel: 
Indian   £440;   Egyptian  £240.   Fenugreek:  £120. 
Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £12.10  spot;  £12.00,  cif. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £850  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £830,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.75  kg;  £2.70,  cif. 
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Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Sweet  in  drum-lots  £1.20  kg. 
Anise:  (kg)  £16.50  spot;  £15.75,  cif. 
Bois  de  rose:  (kg)  £4.60  spot. 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £255  kg;  Scuth  African 
£155. 

Camphor  white:  £0.90  kg  spot;  £0.75,  cif. 
Caraway:  Imported  £16.00  kg;  English  £28.00. 
Cardamom:  English  distilled  £120  kg. 
Cassia:  Chinese  spot  and  shipment  not  quoted. 
Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.00  kg  spot;  £1.02,  cif. 
Celery:  English  £28.00  kg. 

Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  spot  £3.25  kg;  forward 
£2.80,  cif. 

Citronella:  Ceylon  £1.17  kg  spot;  £1.06,  cif.  Java 
and  Chinese  £1.40,  cif. 

Coriander:    Imported    Russian    £19.50    kg  spot. 

English  distilled  £29.60. 

Dill:  £15.00  in  drum-lots. 

Lemongrass:  Spot  £4.00  kg;  £3.55,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  from  £9.50  kg  spot. 

Palmarosa:  No  spot;  £7.40  kg,  cif. 

Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £3.65,  spot; 

Petitgrain:  £5.20  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Sassafras:    Chinese    £1.85    kg    spot;    £2.00,  cif. 

Brazilian  £1.70;  £1.55,  cif. 

Spearmint:  American  Far  West  spot  £8.50  kg. 
Chinese  £8.25  spot;  £7.90,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Wednesday,  May  26 

Chromatography  and  Electrophoresis  Group 

and  Midlands  region,  Analytical  Chemical  Society, 
Lecture  theatre  U020  (Brickington  Extension), 
Loughborough  University  of  Technology,  at 
2.15  pm.  Mr  J.  W.  Gorrod  (Chelsea  College),  Mr 
D.  A.  Stopher  (Pfizer  Ltd),  Mr  A.  C.  Moffat  (Home 
Office  Central  Research  Establishment)  and  Mr 
G.  Skellern  (Strathclyde  University)  on 
"Analytical  chemistry  of  drug  metabolites". 
Details  from  Miss  P.  E.  Hutchinson,  Chemical 
Society,  Burlington  House,  London  W1V  0BN. 
West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Great  Western  Royal  Hotel,  Paddington  Station, 
W2,  at  7.15  pm.  Cosmetic  evening  with  speakers 
and  demonstrations  by  Innoxa  Ltd,  followed  by 
annual  meeting. 

Thursday,  May  27 

Chelmsford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Academic  centre,  Chelmsford  and  Essex  hospital, 
at  7.30  pm.  Annual  meeting. 


Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Great  Britain, 

Adelphi  Suite,  Waldorf  Totel,  Aldwych,  London 
WC2B  4DD,  at  6.30  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Friday,  May  28 

Croydon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Greyhound  Hotel,  Park  Lane,  Croydon,  at  8  pm. 
"Health  from  the  sea — nutrition  of  man/animals", 
film  and  speaker  from  British  Cod  Liver  Oils 
Ltd,  Hull. 

Advance  information 

General  practice  pharmacy  section,  ASTMS, 

Gosforth  Park  Hotel,  High  Gosforth  Park, 
Newcastle,  June  3,  at  7.30  pm.  Mr  Stanley  Blum 
(secretary),  on  "Why  general  practice 
pharmacists  should  join  ASTMS".  All  pharmacists 
and  postgraduate  students  invited. 
Mailing  Efficiency  Exhibition,  Bloomsbury  Centre 
Hotel,  London  WC1.  September  28-30.  Organised 
by  Business  Equipment  Trade  Association,  109 
Kingsway,  London  WC2P  6PU. 
Office  of  Health  Economics.  One-day  symposium 
on  price  competition  in  the  prescription  medicine 
market  under  the  NHS,  June  15  (fee  £18.90). 
Details  from  OHE,  130  Regent  Street,  London 
W1R  5FE. 
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Hospital  training  figures 

Dr  Rhodes  Boyson,  MP,  asked  for  infor- 
mation on  the  numbers  of  applications  for 
the  "'nine  month  preregistration  pharmacy 
service"  in  hospital  for  the  past  few  years, 
and  how  many  were  accepted.  Mr  Eric 
Deakins,  Under-Secretary,  Department  of 
Health,  replied  that  the  preregistration 
period  was  12  months.  The  number  of 
applications  was  not  available,  but  the 
numbers  accepted  for  such  experience  in 
hospitals  in  Great  Britain  were  315  in 
1972,  318  in  1973,  386  in  1974,  and  503 
in  1975. 

Assurances  sought  on  NEB 

The  possibility  of  nationalisation  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  was  again  probed 
by  Conservative  MPs  in  the  Commons 
during  question  exchanges  on  the  role 
of  the  National  Enterprise  Board  in  the 
acquisition  of  profitable  manufacturing 
companies. 

Mr  Michael  Grylls  asked  if  the  minister 
could  confirm  that  the  NEB  would  not 
be  taking  over  any  pharmaceutical  com- 
panies, and  could  he  give  a  firm  commit- 
ment on  that  point. 


Mr  Gerald  Kaufman,  Minister  of  State 
for  Industry,  replied  that  he  could  not. 
"If  the  NEB  found  that  it  was  appropriate 
under  its  functions  to  enter  the  pharma- 
ceutical range  of  industries,  that  would  be 
a  very  appropriate  thing  for  it  to  do." 

Rabies  motion 

An  all-party  group  of  nearly  20  back 
bench  MPs  have  tabled  a  Commons 
motion  calling  for  the  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  on  rabies.  The  motion 
urges  that  the  committee  should  study  all 
appropriate  measures  both  to  prevent  the 
disease  getting  into  Britain  and  to  eradi- 
cate it  should  preventive  measures  be 
unsuccessful,  and  to  make  recommen- 
dations. Leading  signatories  include  Mr 
Price,  Mr  Stephen  Ross  and  Mr  R.  C. 
Mitchell. 

Tuinal— no  further  control 

Mr  J.  Aitken  asked  the  Home  Secretary 
last  week  if  there  were  any  plans  to  bring 
Tuinal  under  Schedule  1  to  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Act.  Dr  Shirley  Summerskill 
replied  that  the  Advisory  Council  on  the 
Misuse  of  Drugs  felt  such  a  step  was  not 
necessary  at  present  but  would  evaluate 
the  results  of  the  campaign  started  last 
year  to  reduce  barbiturate  prescribing. 
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RELIEVES  STOMACH  UPSETS,  COLIC 
&  DIARRHOEA.  CONVENIENT  TABLETS 
CONTAINING  KAOLIN  AND  MORPHINE  IN  A  16  TABLET 
TRAVEL  PACK  OR  A  48  TABLET  FAMILY  PACK. 

Distributed  by: 

A.  J.  BOX  &  DRIVERS  LTD.,  32  POWERSCROFT  ROAD, 
FOOTSCRAY,  SIDCUP,  KENT.         Telephone  01-300  3377 


A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED, 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

Telephones  01-629  3118  3119  3205 

Specialists  in  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 

Automatic  telephone  answering  service  available  when 
the  Pharmacy  is  closed 
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Are  you  good  at  figures  ? 


A  person  is  required  to  assist  in  the  C&D  Pricing 
Service. 

We  are  looking  for  somebody  who  can  cope  with 
prices  and  value  added  tax,  who  is  accurate,  and  who 
has  the  ability  to  cope  with  inquirers  on  the  telephone 
and  maintain  neat  records. 

The  successful  applicant  is  likely  to  have  experience 
in  a  pharmacy,  dispensary  or  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  may  have  been  employed  in  invoicing, 
stocktaking,  or  stockkeeping. 

If  you  believe  you  can  help  in  compiling  the  C&D 
pricing  publications  write  to: 

Mrs  P.  Payne, 
Personnel  Manageress, 
Benn  Brothers  Limited, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
LONDON,  EC4A  3JA. 


EXPERIENCED  MEDICAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 

required  by  small  independent  company  with 
interesting  range  of  products  to  call  on  GENERAL 
PRACTITIONERS  IN  NORTH  AND  EAST  LONDON. 

Part  or  full  time.  Good  salary,  company  car  etc. 

Please  state  age,  experience  and  salary  required. 

MEDO-CHEMICALS  LTD,  144  FORTESS  ROAD, 
LONDON  NW5  2JL.    Telephone:  485  3352. 


LEEDS  AREA  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
(Teaching)  EASTERN  DISTRICT 
SENIOR  PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

To  assist  in  the  running  of  a  large  Sterile 
Fluids  Unit  based  at  St  James's  Hospital.  You 
must  have  a  City  and  Guilds  or  Apothecary 
Hall  Certificate  and  at  least  two  years  experi- 
ence as  a  pharmacy  technician.  Specific 
experience  in  sterile  work  not  essential  as  full 
training  will  be  given. 

Application  forms  and  job  description  from: 

Sector  Personnel 
artment, 


OOOOOO  sfs 


ames  s 


St  James's  Hospital 


OOOOOO 


Hospital 
Tel  33144  ext  293 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PACKAGING  STORES 
AND  DISTRIBUTION  MANAGER 

We  require  a  general  manager  for  our  packaging, 
stores  and  distribution  departments.  Recent  experience 
in  wholesale  or  manufacturing  would  be  an  advantage 
as  would  a  pharmaceutical  qualification. 

The  post  offers  scope  for  someone  with  flair  and  a 
desire  to  adapt  to  the  small  family  firm  structure. 

Ability  to  take  decisions  and  handle  a  staff  of  about 
50  is  essential. 

The  salary  will  depend  upon  experience  and 
qualifications. 

Apply  The  Managing  Director, 
G.  O.  Woodward  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Larkhall  Laboratories, 
225  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London  SW15  2PY 
01-870  0971 
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Classified  Advertisements 


Trademarks 


The  Trade  Maiks  set  out  below  were  assigned  on  the  20  February  1976  by 
C  L  (Basingstoke)  Limited  of  Telford  Road.  Houndmills  Estate,  Basingstoke, 
Hampshire  to  Laboratories  For  Applied  Biology  Limited  of  91  Amhurst  Park, 
London  N16  5DR  WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
BUSINESS  IN  WHICH  THEY  WERE  THEN  IN  USE. 


Registration  No.  Mark 

539179  HALIDEXOL 
B552707  HALIMALT 


Goods  in  respect  oi  which  the  mark  has 
been  used  and  is  assigned 

Chemical  substances  prepared  for  use 
in  medicine  and  pharmacy. 

Medicated  preparations  of  halibut  liver 
oil  and  malt  extract  for  human  use  for 
sale  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Northern  Ireland  and  for 
export  to  and  sale  in  countries  other 
than  those  forming  the  Continent  of 
Europe. 


B637698 
362846 

662847 

B752388 

B767758 


HALICHOC 
HALYCALCYNE 

HALYCITROL 

HALIPLUS 

HALICHOC 


Vitamised  chocolate  in  block, 
paste,  powder  and  tablet  form. 


liquid 


Pharmaceutical  preparations  for  human 
use,  sanitary  substances,  infants'  and 
invalids'  foods  and  disinfectants. 

Medical  preparations  containing  orange 
juice  and  halibut  liver  oil. 

Goods  included  in  Class  5  for  human 
use. 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  all  contain- 
ing chocolate  and  all  being  for  human 
use. 


Shopfitting 


SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garrat  Lane, 
London  SW17  OPD.  Telephone  01-946 
2291  (four  lines). 

CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemisers 
£185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS,  743  Garratt  Lana.  SW17 
OPD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 

FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shop- 
fitter  specialists  in  Dispensaries, 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
all  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road, 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 


ALPLAN  LTD.  "The  Shopfitting 
People  Who  Care"  Complete  total 
Pharmacy  Shopfitting  Service,  with 
National  Coverage.  Attractive  Finance 
arrangements  available.  For  free 
advisory  service  con- 
SHOPFITTING  LTD., 
Cavalier  Road, 
Abbot,  Devon 
Bovey  Tracey 


planning  and 
tact:  ALPLAN 
Alplan  House, 
field,  Newton 
6TG.  Tele. 


832059— (3  lines). 


Heath- 
TQ12 
(0626) 


DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  34B  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Medway  (0634)  55508. 


Miscellaneous 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Agents 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

MASSIVE  T.V.  ADVERTISING 
NATIONALLY  KNOWN  BRAND  LEADERS 

HIGH  VOLUME/FAST  REPEATS 
CALLING  ON  LOCAL  RETAIL  OUTLETS 

FOR  DETAILS  OF  TERRITORIES  VACANT 
PHONE  01-267  2998 


Business  opportunities 


GROWTH  OPPORTUNITY 

U.K.  Company  with  established  prcduct  range  in  the  Chemist  and 
Food  trades,  wishes  to  increase  this  range  with  compatible 
products. 

It  therefore  seeks  high  quality  products  in  the  area  of  Health  Care, 
Personal  Hygiene  and  Nutrition,  to  market  and  sell  under  licence 
in  the  U.K. 

Additionally,  the  Company  is  willing  to  consider  a  marketing  arrange- 
ment for  compatible  product  lines  with  sufficiently  high  sales  volume 
in  the  major  European  markets. 

PLEASE  REPLY  TO  BOX  No.  2408 


A. &H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(est.  1920) 
Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,     rejects,     also  retailers' 
stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


Business 
for  sale 


NOTTINGHAM  Discount  Drug,  Toil- 
etries &  Household  store.  Turnover 
£60,000  pa.  Price  £5,500  plus  stock 
and  fixtures  at  valuation.  Box  No. 
2407. 


Premises  to  let 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


ORDER  NOW 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1976 

Over    three    hundred    and  fifty 
pages  of  vital  information  for  all 
engaged    in   the  pharmaceutical, 
cosmetic  and  allied  industries. 
Lists  over  1,800  manufacturers 
Some  9,000  products  and  brand 
names 

Tablet  &  Capsule  Identification 
Guide 

National   Health  Service 

Medicines  Acts 

Value  Added  Tax 

Retail  and  Wholesale  Outlets 

These  are  just  some  of  the 
sections  included  in  the  1976 
edition.  Send  for  your  copy 
today: 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA.  01-353  3212. 

Price  £12  inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£8  inc.  postage  and  handling. 


HERRIES  THWAITE 
KESWICK,  LAKE  DISTRICT 

Newly  completed  development  in 
the  Town  Centre  serving  a  shop- 
ping catchment  of  94,000  and  an 
annual  visitor  population  of  over 
4  million.  Units  are  already  let 
to  Walter  Willson  Supermarkets, 
Victoria  Wine,  Golden  Egg 
Restaurants,  Scottish  Woollens 
and  Job  Centre.  Shop  units  from 
£2,075  per  annum  are  available. 
Fantastic  opportunity  for  Chemist 
Retail  outlet. 

For  fully  illustrated  letting  par- 
ticulars contact: 

Lamb  &  Edge,  Grainger  House, 
36  Blackett  Street,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  NE1  7UR.  Tele- 
phone: 0632  612361 
or  Christopher  Rowland  &  Co.,  1 
Rowland  Place.  Green  Lane, 
Northwood,  Middlesex  HA6 
1AA.  Telephone:  Northwocd 
24225 


Basingstoke  District  Council 

4  SHOP  UNITS  TO  BE  LET 
Black  Dam  :  Ructstall  Centre, 
Basingstoke 


m.  (1,440  sq.  ft.) 
1   Unit  88  sq.  m. 
approximately.  2 
m.    (936    sq.  ft.) 


1  Unit  137  sq. 
approximately. 
(948  sq.  ft.) 
Units  69  sq. 
approximately. 
Offers  particularly  invited  from 
the  following  traders.  NEWS- 
AGENTS &  CONFECTIONERS, 
SUPERMARKET  AND  CHEMIST 
Particulars  and  form  of  tender 
from  A.  R  Vines,  A.R.I.C.S., 
Chief  Estates  Surveyor,  Basing- 
stoke District  Council,  5  Londcn 
Road,  Basingstoke,  Hampshire. 
RG21  2AJ 

Tender  form  to  be  returned  by 
12  noon  18.6.76. 


Please  Address  Box  No.  replies  to: 

Box  No  Chemist  and  Druggist 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  and  published    by   BENN    BROTHERS    LTD.    25   New   Street   Square,    London    EC4A  3JA. 
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THE 

COMPLETE  GUIDE 
TO  THE  WORLD'S 

PRESS 

Newspaper  Press  Directory 

The  factual,  in  depth  guide  to  the  world's  media 

More  than  merely  rates  and  data,  NPD  gives  a  detailed  insight  into  every  publication  and 
helps  you  to  get  the  most  out  of  your  budget  and  to  keep  your  company  in  the  news. 

Comprehensive 

Newspapers,  periodicals,  house  magazines,  radio,  television,  directories,  annuals,  year 
books,  news  and  feature  agencies,  market  research,  services,  trade  associations, 
organisations,  clubs,  unions,  advertising  groups,  specialist  corespondents,  photographers, 
art  studios,  engravers,  typesetters,  blockmakers,  cutting  agencies. 

In-depth 

NPD  provides  information  in  greater  depth:description  of  publication,  classified  index  of 
periodicals  contents,  addresses,  prices,  frequencies,  press  days,  telephone  numbers,  editors, 
managers,  executives,  decimal  rates,  metric  sizes,  circulations,  areas,  groupings,  ownership. 

International 

NPD  is  genuinely  international:  20,000  overseas  publications,  breakdown  of  Commonwealth 
countries,  practical  guide  to  principal  foreign  countries,  Press  representatives  throughout 

the  world. 


Complete 


NPD  is  the  complete 
planning  aid:  town  by  town 
guide,  country  by  country 
index,  newspapers, 
publishing  groups  and  their 
publications. 


A4  size 
hard  covers 
fully  indexed 
950  pages 
£20.00 


NEWSPAPER 

PRESS 

DIRECTORY 

1976 


Quick 


Bean!! 

125th  edition 


Information  is  easy  to  find 
in  NPD:  guide  cards  to 
sections,  listings  by  towns, 
indexes  to  newspapers  by 
country,  to  periodicals  by 
classification,  to 
Commonwealth  countries, 
to  principal  foreign 
countries. 

Order  now  from 
Benn  Brothers  Limited 
Sovereign  Way 
Tonbridge 
KentTN9  1RW 
Tel  Tonbridge  64422 


Improve  your  public  relations  with  Newspaper  Press  Directory 
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SANGERS  LIMITED 

are  backing  the 

SAVINGS  CODE 


A 


18%  off  Baby  Powder  /£\  18%  off  Cotton  Buds 
23%  off  Baby  Shampoo         18%  off  Baby  oil 


/£\  23%  off  Baby  Shampoo  /£\  18%  off  Baby  oil 

A  A 

/£\  181/2%  off  Baby  lotion     /£\  16%  off  Baby  Soap 


^  181/2%  off  Baby  Dry  Liners 


Get  full  details  from  your  Sangers 
branch  or  contact  your  local 
Sangers  Sales  Representative. 


(offers  available  until  30th  July  1976) 


_   — 


